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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. In the pre- 
igaa we have published the speeches of Messrs. 
Peyton and Ripley on Mr. Wise’s resolution relative 
to an inquiry into the administration of the execu- 
tive departments: and will hereafter publish at least 
two more speeches on the same subject, one on 
each side, that a full and impartial record may be 


preserved. 





Mr. Ew1tne or Onto. Weregret to learn from 
the “Intelligeucer” of yesterday, that this gentle- 
man left Washington on Wednesday evening last in 
consequence of afflictive intelligence received from 


home. 





Mas. Gates. Wealsolearn from the ‘Intelligen- 
cer’ that among the business transacted in the exe- 
utive session of the senate of yesterday, was the 
onfrmation of major GATEs to a re-appointment 
o his rank in the army, from which he had been 
stricken by the president of the United States, and 
subsequently nominated for restoration for the pur- 
ose of affording him the privilege of trial by a 
ourt martial. 
ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT. It appears that se- 
Sveral states have elected electors who are disqualifi- 


Fed for that office in consequence of holding offices 


nder the United States. Several are specified 
among the electors of New York, one among those 
of Massachusetts, and of those of New Hampshire, 
wo or three, outof her seven electors, are said to be 
illegally chosen. The present is a most propitious 
period rigidly to enforce the constitutional provision, 


Mand we hop2 both parties will unite in doing so. 


Such a “purging of the polls” will not vary the re- 


Pysult;and even if it would, it is due to ourselves 
Pani those who come after us to show our respect 


Hor the express declarations of the constitution, or 
ve may establish a precedent of a most dangerous 
haracter. 

The following is the provision of the constitution 

Bon the subject: 

| Article 2, sec.1,{12. Each state shall appoint, in 
such manner as the legislature thereof may direct, 

ya number of electors, equal to the whole number 

sof senators and representatives, to which the state 
may be entitled in the congress. But no senator or 
representative, or person holding any office of trust or 
profit under the United States, shall be appointed an 
elector. 





Gex. Santa Awa arrived at Lexington, Ky. 
on the 29th ult. in bad health and will remain there 
util he is able totravel to Washington. At Louis- 
ille “some vandal threw a brick bat at him.” This 
act is of the same character as the decisions of judge 
Lynch and equally worthy of the severest reprehen- 
sion; for monster as he is, we have no right thus to 
punish him forerimes inflicted upon Texians, which 
heir own government has pardoned; even if we 
vere not restrained by the obligations of hospitality. 
His visit to Washington has caused considerable 
speculation, and will no doubt develope some inter- 


— particulars in relation to the contending par- 
1eS, 





Tue Inprans. A letter from Fort Gibson, states 
hat that post is completely encircled by Indians,— 
Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws, Osages, &c. and that 
12,000 more Creeks were expected from the south 
7 afew weeks. To overawe this vast body of In- 
“lang there were only 260 men at Fort Gibson, and 
hot all these fitfor duty. All, however, was peace- 
ful; but it manifests criminal negligence to leave 
iat frontier thus exposed. Three regiments at 

ueast are required there instead of the mere handful 
4 ei in charge of the gallant commander of the 
tress, 

A correspondent of the Arkansas Advocate states 

atthe emigrating Creeks 

Poads in little predatory bands, killing hogs and 
Stealing as they go. One company of Creeks, which 
humbered 3,200 when it started, had only about 


2,0 > ring falle i ‘ " 
tee the rest having fallen off into straggling par- 





Marytanp. On Monday last Thomas W. Vea- 
“ey, esq. was re-elected governor of Maryland for the 
"tsuing year. The whole number of votes cast 
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was eighty-one, of which Mr. Veazey received se- 
venty. 

On Tuesday last, Robert M.°§Tidball, esq. of 
Washington county, and Joseph S. Cottman, esq. 
of Somerset county, were elected state senators to 
supply the vacancies occasioned by the resignation 
of William Price and Thomas King Carroll, esqrs. 
and on Wednesday Samuel Jones, jr. esq. of Balti- 
more, was elected a senator in place of John V. L. 
McMahon, esq. who had also resigned. 

On Wednesday last the legislature, on joint bal- 
Jot, re-elected the following gentlemen council to 
the governor by the votes attached to their names: 

Gwinn Harris 73 votes; Wm. F. Johnson 68; John 
McKenney 67; Nathaniel Williams 66; and William 
L. Jones64. Mr. Harris having received the largest 
number of votes is president of the council. 





DeposiTe Banks. By reference to our abstract 
of the proceedings of congress, it will be seen that 
the house of representatives has appointed a select 
committee to inquire whether the deposite banks 
have employed an agent at the seat of government 
to transact their business with the treasury depart- 
ment, &c. The committee consists of Messrs. Gar- 
LAND, Pierce, of New Hainpshire, FatrrtEevp, 
Wise, GiLtLettT, Jonunson, of Louisiana, HAMER, 
ManrtTIn, and Peron. 





THE AGENT OF THE DEPOSITE BANKS. Inthe 
debate which took place in the house of repre- 
sentatives on Tuesday last, on Mr. Garland’s re- 
solution, with the amendments of Messrs. Harlan 
and Vanderpoel, relative to the deposite banks, 
their agent, &c. (see page 296) Mr. Peyton is re- 
ported, in the *Glode,” to have said: 

«That in consequence of the character of the agent | 
alluded to, Mr. Taney, the former secretary of the 
treasury, would not recommend him as an agent of 
the deposite banks; but when the present secretary 
came into office, this individual was taken into the 
treasury department, and every facility granted him. 
Now he had fortified himself, and geutlemen were 
afraid to institute an investigation into his conduct. 
Mr. P. spoke at considerable length, and adverted 
with great severity to the course of the secretary in 
relation to Whitney’s connection with the treasury 
department.”’ 

In consequence of the above remarks, Mr. Whit- 
ney published the following ‘“‘carp” in the Globe of 
Thursday last. 

A CARD. 

During the last session of congress, it became ne- 
cessary for me to expose H. A. Wise of having stat- 
ed, in the hall of the house, a BASE FALSEHOOD 
in relation te myself. 

In the Globe of this morning it is reported, that 
Baylie Peyton, the Siamese companion of Wise for 
twelve months past in uttering falsehood and slan- 
der, said that, “in consequence of the character of 
the agent alluded to, Mr. Taney, the former secre- 
tary of the treasury, would not recommend him as 
an agent of the deposite banks ” No one can mis- 
take that it is myself alluded to by Mr. P. 

I challenge Mr. Peyton to adduce a single par- 
ticle of proof to sustain the above assertion; and for 
having made it without proof, I pronounce him A 
CALUMNIATOR, AND GUILTY OF UTTER- 
ING A BASE FALSEHOOD); this too, like Wise, 
while shielded by his constitutional privilere. 








If any one who dves not know me wishes to as- 
certain my character, I refer them to citizens of 
those places in which I have passed many years of 
my life. R. M. WHITNEY. 

Wednesday, 4th January, 1837. 





From Froripa. The latest intelligence from 
the seat of hostilities is contained in the following 
extracts of letters from gen. Jesup, which we find 
in the “Globe” of this morning. 

Extracts from letters from general Jesup, dated 

“HEAD QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SOUTH, 
“Camp Dade, Dec. 17, 1836. 

‘The army under my command, consisting of the 
Tennessee brigade and Alabama battalion, with 
about three hundred regular troops, and five hun- 
dred Indian warriors, arrived in this vicinity last 
night. To-dayI have had the Wahoo Swamp com- 
pletely examined; not an Indian is to be found, and 
the friendly warriors are of opinion that they have 








all gone south. From the appearance of their trails 


they are supposed to have retreated soon after their 
last battle with the troops under the command of 
governor Call.” 
“HEAD QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SOUTH, 
Camp Dade, Florida, Dec. 18, 1836. 

‘Since I wrote te you yesterday, I have resolved, 
from a careful consideration of all the circumstances 
of the country, and the army, to place a depot at 
this place, leave a garrison of one hundred and fifty 
men to defend it, and with the remainder of the 
force under my command, to proceed down the 
Wythlacvochee, scouring the country on both 
banks to its mouth. 

‘‘By the movement proposed, I shall be able to 
drive out all the Indians who may remain on or 
near the river, to cover the frontiers, and ascertain 
the practicability of pushing steamers or other 
boats up to the forks. 

“If boats can be brought up to that point, or 
within a day’s march of it, the Indians must for- 
ever abandon their settlements in the cove and the 
swamps of the river. 

‘The Tennessee volunteers will continue with 
me until this movement be performed, though the 
term of service of many of them has expired, and 
that of all will probably have expired before it be 
accomplished. 

“The prisoners whom I have taken, inform me 
that it is the purpose of Micanopy, Jumper and 
Abraham, to fly before the army, and avoid a bat- 
tle; they will hide themselves in the dense ham- 
mocks and swamps of the everglades. Oseola has 
declared his intention to maintain himself as long 
as possible on the Wythlacoochee, and then fly to 
the south; but the prisoners say he will never sur- 
render.” 

THE MONEY PRESSURE IN NEw York. The 
following is fromthe New York “Journal of Com- 
merce” of Monday last, and exhibits a singular con- 
dition of things in the pecuniary transactions of the 
great metropolis. Therestriction of the banks inust 
have acted with great severity, but the manner in 
which it was overcome speaks volumes in favor of 
the resources and unity of the New York mer- 
chants. Noone should say after such a trial that 
“they ought to break.” 

On Saturday several of the banks refused to re- 
ceive merchant’s checks on other banks in deposite. 
Immense sums therefore which are usually liqui- 
dated by entries on the books of the banks, had to 
be drawn out in bills. ‘The consequence was, that 
some of the banks were exhausted of bills, ne 
a special effort was made to keep up a supply by 
signing them as fast as possible. After all, in a 
good many cases, the teller was compelled to give 
due bills, for checks, which due bills, for the ocea- 
sion, were of necessity passed as money, and depo- 
sited at other banks. The incident is of no conse- 
quence except, as illustrating the importance of that 
department of the currency called checks. They 
save the use of a vast amount of bank notes, and 
lessen immensely the dangers of bank transactions. 
The refusal to take checks in deposite as is usual, 
put the last strain upon the mercantile strength of 
the city, asit prevented all fiction in payments, and 
compelled every man to furnish real cash. We are 
happy to say that so far as we know, every man 
furnished the cash, and every engagement was ful- 
filled. The merchants have now been proved in all 
sorts of way3, and by quadruple powers, and stood 
the test. We hope they may soon be relieved from 
farther testing of their streugth. 

MARYLAND SENATOR. The vacancy in the se- 
nate of the United States, occasioned by the death 
of Robert H. Goldsborough, esq. has been filled by 
the election of Dr. John S. Spence, of Worcester 
county, who will serve until the 4th of March next, 
when Mr. Goldsborough’s term would have expir- 


ed. 


SurPLUS REVENUE. According to the report of 
the secretary of the treasury to both houses of con- 
gress, (see page 297,) the balance in the treasury 
on the 1st inst. for distribution among the states is 
$37,468,859 97, being equal, Michigan included, to 
$127,445 10 for each electoral vote. Twelve states 
only have communicated their acceptance of the 
terms of the act, and to these transfer drafts are now 
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issuing for the first quarterly deposite. The por- 
tion awarded to Michigan ¥vill bet be paid Until 
congress shall decide to admit her into the union—a 
bill for which passed the senate on Thursday last by 
a vote of 25 yeas to 10 nays. 

DREADFUL sHIPWRECK. We learn from the N. 
York Commercial Advertiser of Wednesday last, 
that the barque Mexico, from Liverpool for New 
York, with one hundred and sixty-six passengers on 
board, went ashore on Hempstead bar on Tuesday 
last; and the wreck master, who had arrived in 
New York from the vessel, reports that only eight 
persons had reached the shore when he departed— 
the remainder, he thinks, must have perished!! The 
survivors are so severely injured by the frost as to 
be unable to give any intelligible account of the dis- 
aster. It is said the barque had no pilot on board— 
and that she had a signal of distress flying for 
several days! 

DraTH OF Mrs. Donetson. With melancholy 
feelings we record the death of Mrs. Donelson, the 
beautiful and amiable wife of Andrew Jackson Don- 
elson, late private secretary of the president. This 
most estimable lady went to ‘Tennessee during the 
summer, and expected to return with her uncle on 
the Ist of October. For the most part, since the 
beginning of this administration, Mrs. Donelson has 
pie at the president’s mansion; and all who 
1ave visited it know with what amenity of man- 
ners, with what engaging and unpretending kind- 
ness, she welcomed the guests to its hospitalities. 
She was destined not to share the afiectionate fare- 
well greetings with which.the country is prepared to 
salute the close of the president’s residence at Wash- 
ington; with which, in all its private and social re- 
lations, she was identified. Mrs. Donelson was 
seized with a hemorrhage of the lungs at her home 
in Tennessee, shortly before the period fixed for 
her return. She rallied for a time, and hopes were 
entertained of her recovery; but a relapse, in the 
early part of December, hurried her to the grave on 
the 19th of the month. [ Globe. 

ImporTANT—+7 true! The New Orleans Bee of 
Dec. 26, says— 

it was rumored on Saturday and Sunday on the 
authority of letters, we know not whence or by 
whom received, that the royal party of Mexico had 
declared the infant of Spain, Don Francisco de Pau- 
lo, king of that fine country, that France and Eng- 
land had declared in his favor, and had furnished 
him with resources to work his way to the throne 
thus offered him, that four French ships of 74 guns 
are now off Pensacola, and were about to sail for 
the neighborhood of Vera Cruz, where another 74 
had already arrived, and that these forces were to 
support the party about to declare in favor of the 
infant. 

[t is impossible for us to decide on the degree of 
credit that ought to be attached to this rumor. 


MARYLAND AND THE surpPLus. The follow- 
ing is the bill which passed the legislature of Mary- 
land authorising the reception of thatstate’s portion 
of the surplus revenue. 

An act to authorise the treasurer for the Western 
Shore, to receive such sum or sums of money as 
shall be awarded to the state of Maryland, under 
the provisions of the act of congress, therein 
mentioned. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the general assembly of 
Maryland, That the treasurer for the Western 
Shore be, and he is hereby authorised to receive 
from the secretary of the treasury of the United 
States, such sums of money as shall or may be 
awarded to the state of Maryland, as and for its 
proportion of the public revenue of the United 
States, which is to be distributed under the provi- 
sions of the act of congress, entitled, an act to regu- 
late the deposites of the public money. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That the treasurer of 
the Western Shore shall be, and hereby is autho- 
rised to deliver to the secretary of the treasury of 
the United States, certificates of deposite for the 
sim or sums of money to be received by him for 
this state as aforesaid, which certificates shall be 
risned by the said treasurer, and in such form as 
may be prescribed by the secretary of the treasury 
aforesaid, shall express the usual and legal obliga- 
tions and pledge the faith of this state for the safe 
keeping and payment thereof; and shall pledge the 
faith of this state to pay the said moneys, and every 

art thereof, from time to time, whenever the same 
shall be required by the secretary of the treasury 
for the purposes, and in the manner and proportions 
set forth and described in the aforesaid act of con- 
gress. 

~ See. 3. And be it enacted, That if the said trea- 

surer shall receive payment of the sum or sums of 





] 
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money to be awarded as aforesaid to this state, i 
checks or drafts on the Union bank of Maryland 
and Franklin bank of Baltimore, or either of them, 
he shall be and is hereby authorised to demand 
payment thereof. And whenever any sum or sums 
of money aforesaid shall be paid to the treasurer, it 
shall be his duty to deposite the same in the Union 
bank of Maryland, Franklin bank of Baltimore, 
and Farmer’s bank of Maryland, in the following 
proportions—not ‘less than one quarter nor more 
than two-fifth parts thereof in the Farmer’s bank of 
Maryland, and the residue in the Union bank of 
Maryland and Franklin bank of Baltimore in such 
proportions as to the treasurer may seem proper, 
the whole to be held by said banks subject to the 
control of the general assembly. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE FRESIDENT—By and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Charles E. Anderson, of New York, to be secre- 
tary of the legation of the United States to the 
court of his majesty the king of the French. 

Theodore 8S. Fay, of New York, to be secretary 
of the legation of the United States near his Britan- 
nic majesty. 

James A. Bayard, of Delaware, to be attorney of 
the United States for the district of Delaware. 

Samuel S. Hall, of Arkansas, to be attorney of 
the United States for the district of Arkansas. 

Jesse Miller, of Pennsylvania, to be first auditor 
of the treasury department. 

James Whitcomb, of Indiana, to be commission- 
er of the general land office. 

Edwin R. Wallace to be attorney of the United 
States for the northern district of Alabama. 

Martin Gordon to be superintendent of the branch 
mint at New Orleans. 

Joseph J. Singleton to be superintendent of the 
branch mint at Dahlohnega, in the state of Geor- 

ia. 

James M. Strode to be register of the land office 
at Chicago, Illinois. 

Gordon D. Boyd to be receiver of public moneys 
at Columbus, Mississippi. 

Theodore J. Wilkinson to be receiver of public 
moneys at St. Stephens, Alabama. 

Richard M. Carter to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at New Orleans. 

James McKissack to be register of the land office 
at Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

Matthew Bichard, of Ohio, to be solicitor of the 
general land office. 

DesTROYING THE CHEROKEES BY WHISKEY. 
Governor Schley, Dec. 8, made an important com- 
munication to the Georgia legislature enclosing re- 
cent despatches sent express from gov. Wool, touch- 
ing the alarming state of things produced among 
the Cherokees, by the shameful practice pursued by 
the whites of selling to them intoxicating liquors, 
particularly whiskey. This abuse is carried on to 
great extent at New Echota and its vinciity, and 
among the despatches is a remonstrance from the 
principal chiefs, petitioning the legislature to pre- 
vent the practice. Any person, by the small fee 
to the clerk, may obtain a license: gov. Schley urges 
the passage of a law totally prohibiting such licen- 
ses. Gen. Wool implores the governor to use his 
exertions to procure such a law, otherwise he fears 
the worst of consequences from the approaching as- 
semblage of 1,000 Indians at New Echota, to meet 
the commissioners. The chiefs say their people 
are by the frequent potations of whiskey, becoming 
degraded to brutes. 





Statistics or Cusa. The annual table of ex- 
poets from the ports of Havana and Matanzas exhi- 
its the curious fact that in the last three years the 
quantity of coffee shipped to the United States ex- 
ceeded the whole quantity shipped to ay by 
4,666,000 pounds. The export to United States, 
during those three years, was 40,490,000 Ibs. 
To all Europe, 35,824,000 Ibs. 





4,666,000 

The improvements which have been effected in 
the affairs of the Island of Cuba under the wise 
and efficient management of governor Tacon ma 
be seen by the facts exhibited in the following arti- 
cle: [ Balt. American. 

Don Ramon de la Sadra in a late work on the po- 
litical history and resources of Cuba, gives the 
following estimates of the population, &c. of that is- 
land: White males, 168,653; white females, 142,398; 
free males of color, 54,533; male slaves, 183,290; 
female slaves, 103,652. ‘Total, 704,489. To this 
number may be added, 26,075 for the floating popu- 
lation possessing a transient residence on the island, 
making in all a population of 730,562 souls. 

The reforms introduced into the island since 
1826, have contributed greatly to its internal pros- 


perity and to its foreign trade. The direct 


——— 
: pile: National 
importations which, in 1826 amounted only to th 
value of 2,046,765 francs, were increased jp 183, 
to more than tweuty-five millions. The scajo : 
duties established in the colony have tended of 
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to promote its commercial advancement. On te tation, 1S 
produce of the country exported beyond the ... Bay depa 


they are only two per cent. and the extraordinay 


rad on coffee has been suppressed. In 1825, 4; 
deficit in the revenues necessary to the support of 
the government amounted to 7,500,000 francs. is 
two years afterwards, owing to the financial ‘19. 
forms adopted, there was an increase in the sum of 
the revenue amounting to 22,565,750 francs, While 
in 1830, the revenues of the island amounted to 
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forty-five millions of francs, near twenty-five yj, _ 
lions of which were consumed by the army and p,, ” pgs 
vy. 900,000 francs were remitted to the Peninsuly Ares 
in 1831; in 1832, 1,700,000 francs; and in 1833, y,. [Ms 
wards of four millions, besides establishing a bay, aie ( 
with a capital of 6,200,000 francs. The general " sly la 
receipts of the island are made up of 672 per cent mse q 
duties on maritime commerce, 243 interior conty. P oie or t 
butions, 2# retained on personal salaries, 14 retain. He} with tt 
ed on ecclesiastical rents, 34 in different variab, ickaxes 
items. The capital employed in the various agyj. nes 0 
cultural and other pursuits of the island, may be ¢. Of the cé 
timated at about 2,250 francs for every individya > no dou 
inhabitant, or 3,800 francs for every individual of flooring 
the free population. In England it is about 1,135 Bip .od by tl! 
francs for each individual, and in France, 1,25) i. by the 
fraucs. The net revenue of the island is seven per he wholl 
cent. on the whole amount of capital, and the net Hp ist but 
produce is considered to be about oneehaif of the Hien allow 
gross produce. The average general tax upon each [irs. to be 
inhabitant is 45 francs, or near 75 francs for each [pd iron be 
free inhabitant, while the local tax is 20 francs for Hiipat. the st 
the same class. The 700,000 inhabitants of Cuba d the en 
pay to the state an annual tax of forty-five millions, [igre eradu 
and the population of Spain, if assessed at the sane constat 
rate, would pay 700,000,000 francs; and the thirty oastate 
two millions of France, would pay more than twice Hijnk is wh 
the sum they now do. Great improvements have 
been made in the police regulations of most of the ETTLE 
towns and cities of the island, and Havana, former. 
ly so noted for its robberies and frequent assassina- Fro 
tions, has become one of the most peaceable aud 
orderly cities of modern times. HPDEAR SI 
coment n all the 
THE wAR 1N Spain. The following article, Bgttiers, rel 
published in a London paper, has been compiled Bijfthe Rese 
from the various official reports of the two contend my requ 
ing parties in Spain. The reader will see ata [i@rpetuatin 
glance, how small a portion of truth abounds in the er publi 
bulletins on either side: 
Madrid statements. Geo. Hay 


Number of Carlists killed in battle to the 
Ist joe 1836, according to the Ga- 



















zette of Madrid 280,53) Bisha Whi 
Ditto from the 1st of April to the 8th of Bir: Agi 
October 33,927 Biich of an 
Prisoners in the former epoch 54,403 BR knowled: 
Ditto in the latter epoch 11,760 BChe first 
—_— k river 
Total killed and prisoners 380,715 Bie of the 
—— Ber. [ be 
Guns taken in both periods 113,221 wreck 
Battles gained 597 Men the bi 
In which the enemy was entirely routed 27) Mision of t 
Partially 221 Bien up, by 
Onante statemenis. A consid 
In 189 bulletins from September, 1834, to , Mario cou 
this day—Queenites killed 189,683 Bithat time 
Prisoners 43,11 BMMd and di 
Passed over to the Carlists 42,90) : aie, 8 
— ndians 
Total killed, prisoners and deserters 276,45) Hs, and 
Battles gained 1) BBY fine 5 
Cannons taken 10% ® preser 
Decisive and complete victories ’ % Bibked, sp, 
So much for Spanish generals, armies, victors HM council 
and official statements! Y, or on 
—_—— V proces 
PROTECTION OF THE BANK OF EwNGtA’ GiB; and al 
AGAINST FIRE. The recent fire in the print!§ Hi, on the 
department within the bank of England, and the v0" ithe day , 
importance of there being a full assurance of salt! Him: the h 
for the enormous amount of securities and moneys ling; anil 
deposited in this national establishment, may renee! mth of C 
the following account of the means of er vee ving all 
against any accident from fire, which the bank po i" spirits, 
sesses within itself, interesting to the pulic gener ling to e; 
ly. In the first place, the entire building is erect’ MPendence. 
in manner cautiously designed to prevent the spre* HMMld admit 
of fire. In every department are strong rooms !' MMber of 
the nightly lodging of books, moneys, and securities (and th 
and closets within these rooms, which together wi MPrity, 
the rooms themselves, are deemed to be pore he part: 
fire-proof. There is a nightly guard of 32 S$ Mfmen and 
diers sent from the Tower, who have each his po" a son of 
within the building. There are besides, a number? Mize, com, 
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. establishment, constantly resident within 
| een “of the building. A nightly watch of the 


Hously placed, and kept constantly filled with wa- 


mDecar str: [ have been extremely anxious to ob- 
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piri of the a clerks, and of other offi- 


‘al officers of the bank, who take turns in 
mfidentia idly required. A general survey of 
aa artment and office ofthe building is made 
ey ee gentlemen, who are on duty thrice in the 

e of every night—namely, at ten o’clock, at 
night and at four o'clock in the morning. Oc- 
~ val surveys of the more important apartments 
eee the intervals between these stated times, 
pees or less extent, according to circumstances, 
apres degree of vigilance of the gentiman whose 
n it is to keep watch. It was to this wise pre- 
ter that the timely discovery of the recent fire 
r pe attributed. There are seven very excellent 
"engines kept within the bank, which are month- 
- spected by the maker, and there is in every de- 
cae good supply of fire buckets. In each of 
' yards of the bank are capacious tanks, judi- 


, The only deficiencies seem to be, the not hav- 
two or three resident porters practically acquain- 
7 with the management of engines and the want 
ickaxes, saws and crowbars, to tear up timbers, 
rings, or partitions, which might catch fire. 
Of the cause of the late fire, upon a careful resur- 
y,no doubt could exist. The aperture cut through 
> flooring by the workmen and which was sup- 
sed by the clerk of the works to have caused the 
2, by the fall of some accidental sparks, was found 
be wholly untouched by fire, so that no doubtcan 
ist but the iroa hearth had for many days past 
en allowed, by the accumulation of burning cin- 
rs, to become thoroughly ‘saturated with heat,” 
diron being a powerful retainer and conductor of 
at, the strong beam that passed under the hearth 
d the ends of the girders which rested thereon, 
sre cradually undergoing a process of decay from 
constant action of heat, till at last they burst 
toastate of combustion. The property within the 
nk is wholly uninsured. 





ETTLEMENT OF THE “RESERVE”— 
OHIO. 


employed to come from Buffalo or Cataragus as an 
Indian interpreter. He stayed but a few days. 

The names of the men, and the capacities in 
which they acted, were as follows: namely—Moses 
Cleaveland, agent; Augustus Porter, principal sur- 
veyor; Moses Warren, Seth Pease, Milton Holley, 
Amos Spafford, Richard M. Stoddard, surveyors; 
Joshua Stow, commissary; Theodore Shepard, phy- 
sician; Joseph Tinker, principal boatman. Those 
who were employed and acted as common assistants 
were—Sam’! Agnew, Amzi Atwater, Elisha Ayers, 
Amos Barber, David Beard, Stephen Benton, John 
Briant, Shadrach Benham, Michael Coffin, Nathani- 
el Doan, Timothy Dunham, Samuel Devenport, Sa- 
muel Forbes, George Gooden, Francis Grey, Eli- 
jah Gunn, (with his wife and child), James Hacket, 
James Hamilton, Luke Hanchett, Thomas Harris, 
Samuel Hungerford, William B. Hall, Joseph Lan- 
don, John Lock, Asa Mason, Joseph McIntire, 
Ezekiel Morley, Titus V. Munson, Charles Parker, 
George Proudfit, Olney I’. Rice, Wareham Shep- 
ard, Amos Sottel, Job P. Stiles, (with his wife), 
Norman Wilcock. 

A short council was held with the Missasagua 
Indians, then residing near that place, in which 
were explained the motives and intentions of the 
company. A large but rather uncouth storehouse 
was built on the wide sand beach, on the east side | 
of the mouth of the creek, which was then covered 
with standing timber. ; ; 

In a few days a party of surveyors, with their as- 
sistants, with pack horses, went and measured the 
Pennsylvania line from the lake to near where it 
was supposed the south line of the Reserve would 
be. Others followed on, a few days after. This 
point was ascertained by Mr. Seth Pease, who had 
conveyed a quadrant there for that purpose. It was 
done on the high lands south of the Mahoning, 
about half or three-fourths of a mile north of the 
present corner of the Reserve. That distance was 
accurately measured, and a large post set, which 
was supposed to be at 41 degrees of north latitude; | 





the correctness of which, I believe, has never been | 


disputed, and probably never will be. From that | 





From the Western Reserve Chronicle. 
Canfield, October 25th, 1836. 


a all the information in the possession of the first 
tlers, relative to the early history and setilement 
the Reserve. Judge Atwater has written to me, 
my request, and I know of no better method of 
petuating the facts he mentions, than to have the 
er published. Very sincerely, yours, 
' E. WHITTLESEY. 
§Geo. Hapgood, esq. 


Mantua, June 19, 1835. 

isa Whittlesey. es. 
Sir: Agreeably to your request, I send you as} 
ich of an answer to your inquiries as my means | 
knowledge will at present permit. 

he first surveying company came up the Mo- 
vk river, from Schenectady, where it was said, 
bof the boatm2n was drowned in ascending the 
er. L believe they had four boats, one of which 

wrecked and lost on lake Ontario, the night 
en the boats ran by Fort Oswego, (then in pos- 
sion of the British, and a few days before it was 
en up, by what is ealled “Jay’s treaty’). 


post, a line was run west, as accurately as could | 
well be done with acommon compass. This line | 
was run, that season, twenty miles; and the four | 
first meridians run to the lake. Mr. Holley ran the | 
first, Messrs. Spafford and Stoddard the second, | 
Moses Warren the third, and Messrs. Potter and 
Pease the fourth. 

In this expedition we suffered some for want of | 
provisions, and much by fatigue. The weather was 
renerally dry, and in some instances water very 
scarce. I was with Warren’s party: we were three 
times on short allowance of provision. It being my 
first campaign on that business, I thought it rather 
hard; but something new was every day to be seen, 
and our minds buoyed up with hopes of relief: and 
on the whole I never regretted my going; and was | 
ready and willing to go on another when called for. 

The parallels, or east and west lines. were nearly | 
all run this season, north of No. 6, and some south 
of that, on the 9th, 10th and 11th ranges, to the lake 
or Cuyahoga river; and the north part of the meri- 
dians west of the 8th range, and east of the Cuya- 
hoga river, were run to the lake—the lake shore 
traversed to where it was supposed the west line of 
the Reserve would be, near Sandusky bay—the 
Cuyahoga river traversed up a considerable dis- 








A considerable portion of the men were hired in 
Mario county, N. ¥Y. and were not with the boats 
hat time. TI was one of the latter, who came by | 
d and drove cattle and pack horses. About a! 
ek was spent at Buifalo, to hold a council with | 
Indians. The principal chiefs of the Six Na-| 
‘*; and many others, were assembled. After| 
iy fine speeches had been made and interpreted, 
* presents given and accepted, the pipe of peace | 
Pxed, specimens of Indian dancing given, Xe. | 
council broke up, and each one went his own | 
Y, Or on their own business. The surveying | 
¥ proceeded on, some in the boats and some by! 
|; and all assembled on the peninsula of Presque | 
:0n the morning of July 4th, 1796. 

¢ day was fair and pleasant: the lake still and | 
m: the beach of the iake tolerably good for tra- | 
‘ig; and the boats and land party arrived at the 
uth of Conneaut creek a little before sunset.— | 
“ing all arrived safe, and in good health and | 
spirits, it might be supposed all felt ready and! 
ing to celebrate the 20th anniversary of our in- | 
endence, in the best manner the circumstances 
tkl admit. Althouzh late in the dav, a suitable 
‘er of toasts were drantx, salutes of small guns 
ane the day closed with general rejoicing and 
nity, 

he party then consisted of forty-five men, two 
ven and one child, perhaps three or four years 
4son of Mr. Gunn; and a negro man, Joseph 
"3® commonly called black Joe, who had been 


j 





| come there in August), at Conneaut. These fami- 


tance—the village of Cleveland laid out, and a con- 
siderable part of the 100 acre lots in Cleveland and 
Newburg were run; and some division lines were 
run in Mentor. 

The last of the surveying party left the Reserve 
on or about the 22d of. October, leaving Mr. Gunn 
and family, and James Kingsbury’s family (who had 


lies suffered for the want of provision and other ne- 
cessaries of life, as I believe, very severely. Mr. 
Job P. Stiles and wife were left at Cleveland.-— 
Capt. Paine, now of Chardon, came there after we | 
left. and staid with them through the winter. | 
The surveying party were very healthy, and no | 
serious accident befel any one. We left the Re- | 
serve in as high spirits as when we arrived. | 
Of all this party, I was for several years the only | 
one living on the Reserve. Mr. Ezekiel Morley 
came and settled in Chester two or three years 
avo. The most of them, I believe, are dead. 
~The survey into townships and some townships 
lotted, together with the equalization tracts; was 
completed in 1797: but this must be the subject of 
another communication, if done at all. I have has- 
tily written the fore zoing, and you will perceive it 
is not very correct as to style, language, &c ; but I 
believe it contains nothing uta simple narrative of 
facts. Iam sensivle that | have written many un- 
important things, but such as they are, I cheerfully 
present them. I am yours, very respectfully, 


AMZI ATWATER. 








The surveying party were much ina habit of 
giving names to places and things. In some in- 
stances these names have been retained. Meander 
creek, and Musketoe creek, both emptying into the 
Mahoning in Weatherfield, were named by Moses 
Warren, esq. the former on account of its meander- 
ing course, on the third meridian which he run, 
and the latter on account of the numerous swarms 
of those little troublesome insects which in those 
days were the great affliction of woodmen. Tin- 
ker’s creek, which empties into the Cuyahoga in 
Independence, was named after Joseph Tinker, the 
boatman, who claimed the honor, in imitation of 
great navigators, by right of discovery. 

The small species of rattlesnakes, which were 
very numerous, and to us unknown, were called 
Missasaguas, after the -resident Indians, which 
name I believe they have generally been known by 
to the present time. 





MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF MA- 
RYLAND. 
Executive department, Annapolis, Dec. 28th 1836. 
Gentlemen of the senate, 
and of the house of delegates: 
In discharging, on the present occasion, the cus- 


_tomary duty of submitting to you, at the commence- 


ment of your session, such matters of public con- 
cern as may seem to demand the consideration of 
the general assembly, we cannot refrain, in the out- 
set of this communication, from congratulating you, 
and the people of the state at large, upon the re- 
storation of peace and quiet within our borders; 
upon the harmony which prevails among our citi- 
zens; and upon the praiseworthy desire, manifested 
in every quarter, of uniting zealousy and in the 
best spirit, for the advancement of the true glory 
and welfare of the state. 

There is, in our opinion, no truth more obvious, 
or scarcely more important to be known and recog- 
nized in every well regulated government, than 


i that the undue prevalence and excitement of the 


spirit of party are calculated to disturb the peace of 
society, and create serious and permanent evils in 
the body politic. This salutary lesson is exempli- 
fied in the history of all governments, but it is more 
particularly striking in those whose foundations 
are based upon republican principles. If it were 
necessary to travel beyond the limits of our own 


| observation and experience to establish the truth of 


these remarks, we might show, that in the anarchy 
and consequent destruction of most, if not all the 
free governments of both ancient and modern times, 
an inflamed party spirit has been a most prominent 
and efficient agent. But itis not necessary to do 
so. In our own times—here—in our own state, 
and before our own eyes—have we witnessed the 
extreme to which the undue indulgence of the spirit 


of party leads. But, happily, in our ease, the pa- 


triotism of the community was aroused to the dan 
gers with which we were threatened, and the issue 
of the recent occurrences furnishes a practical illus 
tration of the stability of free institutions, when 
supported by a patriotic and intelligent people. 


In this connexion we would respectfully invite 
your attention to the proclamation and message 
which we had the honor to submit to the house of 
delegates, on the 25th ultimo, copies of which we 
herewith transmit to the senate. These documents 
exhibit the action of the executive, and the views 
entertained by us of the further measures necessa- 
ry and proper to be adopted in relation to the ex- 
traordinary occurrences of which they treat. The 
more we reflect on this subject, the more thorough- 
ly are we persuaded that your action concerning it, 
is a duty of the most weighty and responsible cha- 
racter, and we, therefore, earnestly hope that you 
will take into your serious consideration, without 
any unnecessary delay, our election and criminal 
laws, with the view to prevent the recurrence of 
any similar conduct in all future time. 


Among the first acts which it will be necessary 
for yon to perform, is the passage of such a law, as 
will entitle this state to the reception of her portion 
of the surplus revenuz of the United States, under 
the «dleposite law of the last session of the national 
congress. Itis probable that the sum which Ma 

ryland will be entitled to receive under that act, 
will not fall far short of a million and a half of dol- 
lars. The application of this large fund, will, 
therefore necessarily constitute a prominent sub- 
ject for deliberation at your present session, as the 
whole amount of it will fall due before the next an- 

nual session of the general assembly. 


The internal improvement law of the extra ses- 
sion in May last, having amply provided for work 
of this character, bv authorising the negotiation of 
a loan of eight millions of dollars—the whole of 
which sum is appropriated.to this most important 


object—(and which we think should not be divert- 
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ed to any other), we beg leave most respectfully to 
recommend that the amount which may be receiv- 
ed by this state, as her portion of the surplus reve- 
uue referred to, be invested either in the eight mil- 
lion loan, the stock of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal company, and the Baltimore and Ohio rail 
road company, lately subscribed for under the in- 
ternal improvement act, or, in some other perma- 
nent and profitable stock; and that the interest or 
dividends to be annually received therefrom, be 
applied to the general purposes of the state, until 
the treasury shall be relieved from the balance 
which has appeared against it for several past 
years, and be in condition to meet, from other 
sources, all demands against it; and that, thereafter, 
the said interest on dividends be appropriated to 
the advancement of education. 

It is believed that the appropriation of the ac- 
cruing interest upon said fund, for about three or 
four years, to the general purposes of the treasury, 
and the completion of the great works of internal 
improvement, in which the state has large invest- 
ments—which may and ought to be effected in the 
same time—will relieve the state treasury from all 
difficulty, and leave it, thereafter, with ample re- 
sources, independent of said fund, to meet all the 
ordinary and necessary expenses of the govern- 
ment, and demands against it. And it will proba- 
bly require about the same length of time, to ma- 
ture and to get into operation, a general system of 
education commensurate with the increased means 
of sustaining it. 

Of the importance of education, it is not necessa- 
ry for us to speak in lengthened terms. That is a 
subject upon which we all harmonize in opinion. 
Conlessedly the greatest blessing, and most secure 
palladium of a free people—their firmest reliance 
jor the perpetuity of their freedom, and for the dis- 
comfiture and overthrow of those who would invade 
it—it must ever claim from their true representa- 
tives, and their real friends, the most efficient en- 
couragement, whenever the means in their power 
shall enable them to extend it. We regard the pre- 
sent as the most auspicious crisis for the establish- 
ment of a general system of education throughout 
ihe state, which we think may, and should be so 
modelled, as that no one need forego its beneficial 
influences. It is not probable that any considera- 
ble portion of the surplus fund allotted to the states, 
will be wanted for many years to come, and we do 
not regard it at all certain, that it will ever be re- 
quired by the general government, unless, perhaps, 
some extraordinary event, such as a foreign war, 
shall render the demand of a pressing and indispens- 


able character. Unless some such contingency 
should happen, we are firmly persuaded, that its 
recall to the coffers of the United States’ treasury, 
should be resisted by the representatives of the 


people of the states; and we have no doubt this 
will be done. Under these circumstances, any sys- 
tem of education, based upon the perpetuity of this 
find, will be most likely to continue through a 
protracted series of years; and, in this light, it be- 
comes a matter demanding the most serious consi- 
deration, and judicious arrangement. But, although 
tle permanent continuance of this fund among the 
states, is a proposition which, in our opinion, may 
be relied upon with much confidence, yet it will be 
necessary that it should be so invested, that when- 
ever its repayment shall be called for, it may be 
met with that promptness of execution, which 
should characterize the engagements of a sovereign 
state, and which is so indispensable to her charac- 
ter and credit. It was with a view to the attain- 
ment of this most desirable object, that we suggest- 
ed the propriety of making provision for the annual 
outlay of the interest only; not deeming the expen- 
diture of any portion of the principal, under the 
existing laws of congress, as proper or expedient. 

teform in the constitution of the state will con- 
stitute another prominent topic for your considera- 
tion; and perinit us to express the opinion, founded 
upon mature reflection on the subject, that it is of 
the highest importance, that your present session 


should not be brought to a close, without the adop- | 
tion of at least some leading :measures bearing upon | 


this dificult and exciting question. We had the 
honor of submitting some suggestions on this sub- 
ject, in the message to the house of delegates be- 
fore mentioned, to which we beg leave at this time 
respectfully to call your attention. 

It has become our painful duty to announce to 
you the death of the honorable Robert H. Goldsbo- 
rough, late a representative of this state, in the se- 
nate of the United States. This melancholy event 
occurred in October last, at his residence on the 
Eastern Shore. The distinguished character of the 
deceased; his many valuable public services; his 
singular urbanity and kindness in all the relations 
of private life; his superior intellectual endowments 
and high moral worth, had acquired for him a name 


among his fellow countrymen which will cause him 
to be classed and remembered with the purest and 
ahs which adorn the long catalogue of Mary- 
and’s distinguished sons. 

It will be incumbent upon you to supply the va- 
cancy, created by this mournful dispensation of Di- 
vine Providence, at as early a day as convenient, 
since the importance of a {ull representation from 
this state in the senate of the United States, during 
the residue of the present session of congress, when 
many deeply interesting questions are likely to be 
decided, is so obviously apparent. We forbore to 
exercise the power of making a temporary appoint- 
ment of a successor, with which w2 were clothed 
by the constitution, because it was not probable, 
that a full representation in the senate of the Unit- 
ed States, would be of much importance before 
your annual meeting, and because, without strong 
necessity, we were unwilling, by such appoint- 
ment, to interfere with your unbiassed choice in 
making a more permanent selection. 

In compliance with the resolution of the last ge- 
neral assembly, No. 15, we appointed ‘‘one commis- 
sioner from each of the counties of the Eastern 
Shore of this state, to make a reconnoissance and 
survey, and an estimate of the cost of a rail road 
from some point or points in Cecil county, in con- 
nexion with one or more of the improvements in 
said county, and thence extending by a line, as 
straight as may be, nearly contiguous to and paral- 
lel with the western limits of the state of Delaware, 
to the southern extreme of Somerset county, with 
a divergent route through Worcester county, to the 
northern line of the state of Virginia, &c.”” We 
have not received any official report of the comple- 
tion or extent of progress made 1n the survey of the 
route for said rail road, or of the estimate of its 
cost; but we have unofficially understood, that the 
survey of a route for the main line, and also an es- 
timate of its cost have been completed, and will be 
reported as soon as the chief engineer, employed in 
making them can prepare his report, and the ne- 
cessary maps and documents to accompany it. 

On application to the president of the United 
States, as required by the charter of the Annapolis 
and Potomac canal company, we procured the ser- 
vices of Geo. W. Hughes, esq. one of the United 
States’ corps of engineers, in making the necessa- 
ry surveys for the route of said canal. 


Mr. Hughes, in a communication to us, dated the 


8th ult. states, ‘that the surveys and location of the | P 


canal are drawing to a close, and with favorable 
weather will be entirely completed by the last of 
next week.” We have not since received any fur- 
ther communication from Mr. Hughes, but pre- 
sume that his final report of the surveys, &c. will 
be made without unnecessary delay. In connec- 
tion with this subject, we lay before you a copy of 
a communication from Mr. Hughes, and of the ex- 
tracts of proceedings of the commissioners, and of 
the president and directors of the Maryland canal 
company, enciosed and mentioned in his communi- 
cation, marked No. 3. 


In pursuance of the authority conferred on us by 
the 8th section of the act, passed at the extra ses- 
sion in May last, entitled, ‘san act for the promo- 
tion of internal improvement,” we appointed Chas. 
B. Fisk, esq. of the United States’ corps of engi- 
neers, to survey the several routes of the Maryland 
canal company, by the valleys of the Monocacy 
and Patapsco, or by a route diverging from the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal, at the mouth of the 
Seneca river exclusively within the limits of this 
state, and to perform the other duties prescribed by 
the said act.”” And the Maryland canal company, 
also, in pursuance of the authority conferred by 
the act aforesaid, appointed George W. Hughes, 
esq. another of the engineers of the United States’ 
corps, ‘‘to act concurrently with the engineers ap- 
pointed by us,” in making said surveys, &c. as ap- 
pears by a communication from the president of 
said company, a copy of which is herewith submit- 
ted, marked No. 4. 


On the 20th day of July last, the aforesaid engi- 
neers made to us the report, of which the document 
herewith sent, marked No. 5, is a copy. Upon 
consideration whereof, and in pursuance of the re- 
quisition of the aforesaid act, we adopted the pre- 
ainble and resolution, of which the document mark- 
‘ed No. 6, is a copy. 

The agreement of the Chesapeake and Ohio ca- 
nal company, and of the Baltimore and Ohio rail 
road company, in general meetings of said corpora- 
tions respectively assembled, to the several provi- 
sions of the act for the promotion of internal im- 

rovements, passed at the extra session of May 
ast, so far as they are applicable to said corpora- 
tions respectively, were severally communicated, 
under their respective corporate seals, and the sig- 





natures of their presidents, to the governor of this 


P- ern line of the state of Virginia, bounding 





state within the time required by the saiq 
The documents herewith marked Nos. 7 anq 
copies of the said communications. 

n pursuance of the act passed at Ma 
last, entitled, ‘‘an act to authorise the gov 
council to build a new tobacco inspecti 
house in the city of Baltimore,” and of 
ment thereto, we contracted with John 
liam Murphy, building mechanics of the 
for building a new warehouse on the vacant Jot 
joining the state’s tobacco inspection 


ae 


red to in said act, and we contracted 
chase of the lot of land, adjoining said 


cation from the commissioner of 
the document marked No. 9 is a copy, 
that the loan provided for by the above 


terms as would have justified its negotiation, or 


Under these circumstances—a contract havin 


been made for the erection of the new warehouse 
and for the purchase of the vacant lot, as require 
by law—and no funds of consequence in hand » 
likely to be procured by the loan provided for a 
aforesaid—we had resort to the authority containe 
inthe law of December scssion 1825, entitled, « 
supplement to the act entitled, an act to establig 
state warehouses for the inspection of tobacco jy 
the city of Baltimore,” which places under our qj. 
rection and control the net revenue arising from the 
inspection of tobacco as a fund for building ware. 
Under this last mentioned act, we have 
paid towards the erection of the new warehouse 
and for the said lot $4,070 21, ail the net reveny 
arising from the inspection of tobacco in the treasy 
ry, up to Ist instant, and issued certificates of debt, 
chargeable upon the future receipts of said revenue 
for $7,433 55 payable in six months, and for $2,50 
payable in twelve months, bearing interest at the 
rate of six per centum per annum, in payment fp 
the balance of the purchase money of the said lot 
Andif 
will be necessary, from time to time, as the worl 
progresses, to issue further certificates of debt, a 
such dates of payment as the inspection revenue 
The certificates which have 


houses. 


and towards the erection of the warehouse. 


will probably meet. 
been issued were cashed by the Union bank, as w 


that institution or otherwise, without difficulty. 


to be applied to the erection of a new tobacco ware 
house and purchase of an adjoining lot, and variou 
other indications of an unfavorable state of the me 
ney market, as well in Europe as in this country 
induced us to postpone the appointment of commis 
sioners, which we were authorised to make, to ne 
gotiate a loan of eight millions of dollars, under th 
act of May last, for the promotion of internal 2 

rovement. Recent information induces us tobe 
hove that a favorable change has commenced, @ 
that well grounded hopes may be entertained ti 
the condition of the money market will soon be ste 
that the eight millions loan may be obtained ‘ 
terms within the limits of the said act. We ha 
therefore recently appointed commissioners to tg 
tiate it. 

As required by resolution No. 55 of the gener 
assembly, passed in May last, we appointed thr 
citizens of Worcester county, commissioners 
make a reconnoissance and survey, and to esti 
the cost of a rail road within the limits of Wor 
ter county, from some point on the south line o 7 
state of Delaware, through the towns of Ber! 
Newark, and Snow Hill, to some suitable poitl ¢ 
Pocomoke river; and also to extend the Apres 
sance and survey from the assumed point ol 
ware, in as straight a line as may be, to the no 


cester county, with a divergent route to aly 7 
‘or more of the places therein mentioned, oF oy 
‘nect the said route with any other works a 
| provement authorised by this state, or the . a 
Delaware and Virginia, &c.”” And the sal a 
missioners having, as authorised by the page 
in September last, made a requisition on the g° 

nor for the services of the state’s engineer 32 rT 
ing the reconnoissance survey, &c. we were 
engineer of the requisition, and directed abe 
correspond with the commissioners on eat 4 - 
We received from the engineer an acknow!¢ 5 





ply with our directions, and shortly be in nore 

to attend to that duty. We have not regres ad 

report from either the commissioners OF 

neers in relation to said survey. nat 
We transmit herewith a copy of a prey 

tion from the president of the Baltimore ane ©" 

| hanna rail road company, with a printed copy 
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+h annual report of the president and directors 

we, which affords a gratifying view of the pro- 
og anid prospects of that company in the high! 


3 a i ¢ 
er portant work of internal improvement in whic 


ed. 

«i ee received any official report from the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, or the Balti- 
nore and Ohio rail road company of the progress of 
those companies the present year, in executing 
those great works, so vitally important to the com- 

ercial, financial and general interests and prosperi- 
. of the state; but we presume, of course, that such 
reports will be submitted to your consideration at 
your present session. 

Such are the character and magnitude of those 
works, the immensity of the trade they are intend- 
ed, and cannot when completed fail to attract to our 
commercial metropolis, and the deep financial inter- 
est of the state connected with them, that their 
speedy completion is a matter of such high and 
pressing importance as to demand from all concern- 
ed the most vigorous and energetic efforts to accom- 

ish it. 

a” conformity to the 44th resolution of the last 
eneral assembly, directing the procurement of full 
Fart portraits of the late William Paca, Samuel 
Chase, and Thomas Stone, three of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence from this state, we 
succeeded in procuring the services of John B. Bord- 
Jey, a young and eminent native artist, who has exe- 
cuted the paintings in a highly creditable manner. 
These portraits may now be seen appropriately ar- 
ranged in the senate chamber, by the side of that of 
the distinguished Carroll, and altogether present to 
the eye of the beholder a most interesting and im- 
pressive spectacle. 

In compliance with the resolution of the last ge- 
peral assembly, in relation to the manuscript histo- 
ry of Maryland, by John Leeds Bozman, presented 
to the state by John Leeds Kerr, esq. we contract- 
edwith Messrs. Lucas & Deaver, of the city of 
Baltimore, for printing at least one thousand copies 
of that work; five hundred copies of which we re- 
served to the state, to be delivered by the said Lu- 
cas & Deaver within eighteen months, well bound 
in sheep, at $4 per copy. 

The repairs of the public grounds around the 
state house have not yet been entirely completed. 
The new stone wall andiron railing appear to be ex- 
ecuted ina substantial and workmanlike manner; 
and with the exception of the gates to be placed at 
the three entrances to the circle, this portion of the 
work may be saidto be completed. There are some 
trifling improvements which remain to be done on 
theinterior of the circle, such as removing rubbish 
and grading the ground, to which objects we think a 
small additional appropriation should be directed. 
Alter these repairs and improvements shall have 
been thoroughly consummated, it will be with you 
fodecide upon the expedieney of appointing asuit- 
able person, with a small salary, to take care of the 
public grounds and other state property, and to keep 
thei in suitable order. 

Under the resolution No. 66, of the last annual 
session, we have caused to be transcribed the origi- 
nal journal of proceedings of the council of safety, for 
the years 1774 and 1775, and the original journal of 
the convention of 1774, and the correspondence and 
other papers connected with those interesting bodies, 
and periods of our history. By an inspection of this 
transcript, the reader will find that numerous high- 
ly valuable and interesting papers, have been thus 
Preserved from oblivion. We have not been able to 
give but a cursory examination to the numerous 
other papers, recently brought to light, It will re- 

nan for the executive hereafter to determine upon 

‘fuller examination of them, what portion, if any, 

ougut to be transcribed, to carry out the views of 

a égislature, as expressed in the resolution on that 

ject, 

The various other resolutions passed at the last 
*ssion of the general assembly, and which we were 
rected to carry into effect, have received a due 
Portion of our attention, and the most of them, we 

- ad eg to announce, have been satisfactorily ex- 
ed, 

A communication from Robert Lemmon, esq. one 

: the auctioneers within the city of Baltimore, un- 

“er the authority of the state, was received by us 

On the 23d day of July last, stating that a suit had 

"en instituted against him, by the mayor and city 
“Uneil of Baltimore, for the recovery of a fine of 
: 0, for not complying with their ordinance, then 
fooly passed, for the regulation of sales by auc- 
lon; and calling on us, (as the measure was an at- 
rae both on the law and revenue of the state), to 
ct our law officer to resist it at the state’s cost. 
“i iS Tequest appearing to us reasonable and proper, 

¢directed the clerk of the council to apprise Mr. 
4 mon thatit would be complied with, and by our 

‘rection the letter of whieh document marked No. 





















11, is a copy, was addressed to the attorney gene- 
ral. 

We have not received an official copy of the or- 
dinance of the mayor and city council of Baltimore, 
regulating sales by auction, referred to in the letter 
of Mr. Lemmon, nor any other evidence of their 

roceedings under it. But we have reason to be- 
hove that, in addition to the prosecution of auc- 
tioneers, for selling under the authority of the state, 
that the mayor and city council have licensed auc- 
tioneers, who are selling under their authority, in 
violation of the law of the state. 

We have deemed it our duty, to submit this sub- 
ject to your consideration, with the view to such 
further legislation as you may deem necessary for 
preserving the revenue arising from this source, and 
for maintaining and enforcing the state law. 

We transmit herewith some claims for militia ser- 
vices in Cecil county, which, not having authority, 
under existing laws, to settle, we submit for your 
consideration. 

Since the last session of the general assembly, we 
have received from the governors of the states of 
New York and Maine, copies of sundry resolutions 
passed by the leyislatures of those states, in relation 
to slavery and abolitionism, which in conformity 
with the requests accompanying said resolutions, 
we herewith transmit for your consideration. 

The indications from various quarters of a dispo- 
sition to press upon the public attention the subject 
of slavery, with a view to its abolition, which have 
been occasionally manifested for many years past, 
have, within the last few years, assumed an aspect 
and importance vitally affecting the people of the 
states, in which a slave. population exists to any 
considerable extent. 

Whatever opinions may be entertained by others, 
or by us, of slavery, “‘in the abstract,” the circum- 
stances under which it exists in the states of this 
union, are such as to forbid a general emancipation, 
even if the desire to accomplish it were universal, 
whilst the present ameliorated condition and gene- 
ral treatment of slaves are such, as to leave the 
friends and advocates of emancipation no hope of 
bettering their condition generally, by the success | 
of their exertions. It is believed that most erro- | 
neous notions on this subject, (particularly as re- 
lates to the condition and treatment of slaves), are 
generally entertained in the non-slaveholding sec- 
tions of the country, and that it is the superficial 
and imperfect view taken of the matter, by such 
of the citizens of non-slaveholding states, as are 
actuated by good and humane intentions, that has 
caused the misguided zeal and efforts which have 
become so threatening in their consequences. They 
have looked principally to evils, (as they supposed 
them), to be remedied, without due consideration, 
or being, (from their local situations), qualified to 
form just conceptions of the many and various dif- 
ficulties to be encountered, and dangers to be ap- 
prehended, in carrying into effect their wishes and 
views. We have no doubt, but that a large portion 
of our fellow citizens who have engaged in, and are 
zealously pursuing measures to effect a general 
emancipation of slaves are actuated by the best 
motives, and conscientiously believe themselves to 
be performing a sacred duty of humanity; but we 
are equally confident, that many of the most in- 
temperate and noisy declaimers upon the subject, 
are influenced by very different motives. 

We cannot permit ourselves to believe that it 
is the deliberate purpose of any respectable portion 
of the people of the United States, much less of 
the constituted authorities of the general or any 
state government, to infringe the rights of the states, 
where slavery exists, or of the citizens holding 
slaves; yet it cannot be-<ccard, and ought not to 
be concealed, that opinions have been expressed as 
well in congress, as in, if not by several state le- 
gislatures, which look to the adoption of some 
measure by the general government upon this sub- 
ject, which cannot be effected, but in violation of 
the rights and privileges of both: for it is a matter 
with which that government has nothing to do, 
and with which it can, in no manner interfere, with- 
out overstepping the -bounds of its authority, and 
trespassing upon rights, and assuming powers never 
conceded to it. 

We have deemed it our duty, at this time, to 
invite your particular attention to this exciting 
subject, and to express frankly, our views of its 
most vital importance, and earnestly recommend 
that it be distinctly made known, that we cannot 
recognize in any of our sister states, or their citi- 
zens, any right to interfere with our slaves; and that 
we unequivocally deny any authority in the gene- 
ral government to legislate upon the subject of 
their emancipation, or to disturb our rights of pro- 
perty in them, in any manner whatsoever. 

It is confidently hoped and believed, that a tem- 








perate, yet firm and determined expression of the 


unanimous resolution of the slaveholding states, to 
adhere to and vindicate their rights on this subject, 
against all extraneous interference would have a 
salutary effect in awakening all calm, thinking and 
well intentioned abolitionists, (and without their 
countenance and aid, the evil intentioned would be 
impotent and soon cease their efforts), to such a 
deliberate reconsideration and thorough examina- 
tion of the whole subject, in all its aspects and 
tendencies, as would induce them to cease their 
labors—fruitless of any good; but tending to much 
mischief, and to produce restlessness, dissatis{ac- 
tion, inquietude and consequent insurbordination 
of slaves, and vexation, alarm and increased rigor 
on the part of masters. 

We are encouraged to entertain this hope, with 
much confidence, by the fact which we have un- 
derstood, and believe to be true, that almost every 
intelligent gentleman, from any of the non-slave- 
holding states, who has left home friendly to the 
abolition cause, and travelled extensively in the 
south, has had his mind changed, and withdrawn 
his countenance and support from that cause. Such 
has been nearly the uniform result of becoming 
acquainted fully, in any way, with the true stafe, 
and general condition of slaves in the United States, 
and the various circumstances which render gencral 
emancipation impracticable, and the movemenis, 
and proceedings with that view irritating to mas- 
ters, prejudicial to slaves, and altogether impolitic 
and unwarrantable. 

Having thus, in a cursory manner, alluded to the 
various subjects, to which we considered it proper 
to direct your attention, we cannot conclude this 
communication, without the expression of our ear- 
nest hope that all your deliberations may be charac- 
terized by wisdom, moderation and firmness; and 
that they may redound to the interest, the prosperi- 
ty and glory of the state. Maryland, at this mo- 
ment, occupies a most conspicuous stand among 
her sisters of the union. She has witnessed the 
rapid strides to wealth and power, in most of the 
states, which have distinguished the last few years, 
and has nobly determined to enter the lists of com- 
petition. We need not dwell, at length, upon the 
advantages of her geographical position. They are 
such as must force themselves upon the attention 
of every individual, who bestows the smallest re- 
flection on the subject. It is, therefore, the clearest 
dictate of a wise policy, and no less the duty of a 
prudent legislature, that these advantages, with 
which the God of nature had blessed us, should be 
made instrumental in advancing the power and 
welfare of the state. To effect these great and pa- 
ramount objects, the internal improvement law of 
last May session was passed; and we cannot re- 
frain from expressing it as our deliberate convic- 
tion, that the designs of that most liberal and be- 
neficent act, will be successfully achieved, beiore 
the lapse of many years, should nothing occur to 
blight the animating prospects which we now en- 
joy. Uponthe completion of the great works of 
improvement designed to connect the Chesapeake 
with the waters of the Ohio, a new era will com- 
mence in our state; an era of increasing population, 
and of agricultural, manufacturing and commercial 
prosperity, such as we have never yet known. 
Under these circumstances, we hope that no mea- 
sures will be taken which might retard this auspi- 
cious event. but, on the contrary, that all will 
unite to hasten its approach, as all are deeply in- 
terested in its consummation. 

We have only to add, gentlemen, that we shall 
be found ever ready to co-operate with you in any 
measures likely to advance the interests and wel- 
fare of the people of the state; and to communicate 
to you such information as may be required, on 
subjects pertaining to this department of the ¢o- 
vernment. 

With the highest consideration, we have the 
honor to be your obedient servants, 

THO. W. VEAZEY. 





TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

January 2. Mr. Preston of 8. C. appeared in his 
seat, 

After the presentation of resolutions and memo- 
rials, Mr. Walker to whom it was referred, report- 
ed Mr. Clay’s land bill, with an amendment, stri!:- 
ing out the whole bill save the enacting clause, and 
substituting another which restricts the sales of the 
public lands to actual settlers, and to them in smail 
quantities, accompanied with many guards against 
its being evaded by speculators. 

Mr. Hendricks, from the committee on roads and 
canals, reported a bill to continue the Cumberland 
and Ohio rail road through the states of Ohio, Indi. 
ana and I)linois, for which object it appropriates 
$500,000, viz: $200,000 for Ohio, and $150,000 for 
each of the other two states. 
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Mr. H., also reported a bill to authorise the Ohio 
rail road company to locate a road through the pub- 
lic lands. 

Also, a bill to complete the improvement of cer- 
tain rivers and roads in Florida. [It appropriates 
$60,000.] 3 

Also, a bill making appropriations to complete 
certain military roads in Arkansas, [It appro- 
priates $75,000]. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
orted a bill to remit the duties on goods destroyed 
y the great fire in New York. 

Mr. Sevier reported a bill to ratify certain acts of 

gov. Pope in the location of lands in Arkansas. 

Mr. King, of Georgia, reported a bill to carry in- 
to effect the 8th article of the treaty with Spain. 

All which bills received their first reading. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Grundy, postponed 
the intervening orders, and proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill declaring the admission into 
the union of the state of Michigan. 

This bill, reported on Thursday last, from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, is in the following terms: 


SAX Dill to admit the’ state of Michigan into the 


union upon an equal footing with the original 

states. 

Whereas, in pursuance of the act of congress of 
June the fifteenth, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 
entitled ‘‘an act to establish the northern boundary 
of the state of Ohio, and to provide for the adinis- 
sion of the state of Michigan into the union, upon 
the conditions therein expressed,”’ a convention of 
delegates, elected by the people of the said state of 
Michigan, for the sole purpose of giving their as- 
sent to the boundaries of the said state of Michigan 
as described, declared and established, in and by the 
said act, did, on the fifteenth of December, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, assent to the provisions of 
said act: therefore— 

Be it enacted, &c. That the state of Michigan 
shall be one, and is hereby declared to be one, of 
the United States of America, and admitted into the 
union on an equal footing with the original states, 
in all respects whatever. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury, in carrying into effect the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth sections of the act of the 
twenty-third of June, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, entitled ‘‘an act to regulate the depusites of the 
public money,” shall consider the state of Michi- 
gan as being one of the United States. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Calhoun and 
Grundy, Mr. Morris moved to recommit the bill to 
the committee on the judiciary, with instructions to 
strike out the preamble, which refers to the assent 
given by the late convention in Michigan to the 
boundaries prescribed in the act of congress. 

A debate now arose which continued until the 
usual hour of adjournment; when, on motion of Mr. 
Ewing, of Ohio, the senate adjourned. 

[We will published an abstract of this debate 
hereafter. For a notice of the debate which en- 
sued on the introduction of the bill see page 298.] 

January 3. 5 Ny - the petitions presented to- 
day was one, by Mr. Kent, from the corporation of 
Alexandria, praying congress to assume its amount 
of stock in the Alexandria canal, or to make an ad- 
vance to the corporation in money to enable it to 
complete the payment of its subscription thereto; 

Also, a petition, by Mr. King, of Alabama, from 
sundry citizens of Georgetown, praying the estab- 
lishment of a new bank, with enlarged banking ca- 

ital, for the District of Columbia, to be placed in 
Nashington, with branches in the other citices of 
the District. 


Mr Crittenden, from the committee on claims, re- 

orted against a petition of the hon. John Forsyth, 
fr compensation for injuries committed on his pro- 
perty by troops of the United States in Florida. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. King, of Alabama, hav- 
ing obtained leave, introduced a bill to encourage 
the employment of boys in the vessels of the Unit- 
ed States. 


On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate took up the 
bill regulating, in certain cases, the disposition of 
the proceeds of lands ceded to the United States by 
certain Indian tribes; which was read a second and 
third time, and, after a brief explanation by Mr. 
Wright, was passed. 

A bill appropriating two millions of dollars for 
the expenses o the Indian war was also read the 
third time and passed. 


The resolutions of inquiry heretofore submitted 
by Messrs. Hubbard, Morris, Wall, Hendricks, 
Walker, Linn, Rives, Davis and Ruggles, and here- 
tofore published, were severally taken up and 
agreed to. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the admission of the state of Michigan into 


The debate on this subject was renewed, with 
great earnestness, and the senate was addressed at 
much ng by Messrs. Ewing, of Ohio, Buchanan, 
Benton, Preston, Strange and Morris. In the course 
of the debate, and after candles were lighted, one 
or two unsuccessful motions to adjourn were made, 
Finally, a little before 7 o’clock, Mr. Ewing, of 
Ohio, renewed the motion to adjourn; and the yeas 
and nays having been demanded by Mr. Benton, 
the vote was taken, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Kent, King, of 
Alabama, Knight, Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, 
Niles, Preston, Southard, Strange, Swift, Wall, 
White—21. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Dana, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Henaricks, Hubbard, King, of Geo. 
Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Walker, Wright—17. 

And the senate adjourned. 

January 4. The chair presented a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the navy, with sixty co- 
pies of the Naval Register for 1837, for the use of 
the senate. 

Also, a communication from the treasury depart- 
ment, informing the senate of the design entertain- 
ed, and the measures adopted by that department, 
in relation to the surpius money in the treasury, 
with a statement of the amount of that surplus on 
the ist of January, 1837. 

Gs the statement see proceedings of the house. ] 

Ir. Kent, from the committee on the District of 
Columbia, reported a bill ‘for the erection of a hos- 
pital in the city of Washington.” Read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

Mr. Sevier, from the committee on private land 
claiins, reported, without amendment, the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Baron Bastrop and others, and 
the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Davis, on leave, introduced a bill to provide 
for the final settlement of the claims of the several 
states on the U. States, to interest on payments or 
advances made by such states during the last war. 

Mr. Rives, on leave, introduced a bill authorising 
the secretary of the treasury to make certain ad- 
vances to the secretary of the navy on account of 
the navy pension fund. Read twice, and referred. 

Mr. Prentiss offered the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
stituting a board of commissioners, to be denomi- 
nated commissioners of c!aims, whose duty it shall 
be to hear and examine all claims against the Unit- 
ed States which may require the special legislation 
of congress, and report the facts proved, with their 
opinion thereon, to congress. 

Mr. Hubbard offered the following, which was 
also adopted: 

tesolved, That the committee on pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law for extending the provisions of the act of 
the last session, giving pensions to widows in cer- 
tain cases, so as to embrace the widows now living 
of all soldiers and officers of the revolution who 
would have been entitled to pensions under the act 
of June 7, 1832. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
unfavorable report of the committee of claims on 
the petition of hon. John Forsyth. 

Mr. King, of Georgia, remarked, that this report 
embraced a very important question, as a great 
many claims of this kind were likely to come be- 
fore the senate. He therefore moved that for the 
present the report be Jaid on the table; which was 
done accordingly. 

The joint resolution introduced by Mr. Wall, au- 
thorising the library committee to procure the laws, 
votes, journals, &c. of the several states, for the 
use of congress, was taken up, and considered as 
in committee of the whole. It was then amended, 
on motion of Mr. Robbins, so as to take the sum 
necessary from the ordinary fund for the increase 
of the law library of congress—and then, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Preston, it was referred to the commit- 
tee on the library. 

Mr. King, of Georgia, presented certain docu- 
ments translated from the Spanish, having, as he 
stated, an important bearing on the subject of car- 
rying into effect the 8th article of the treaty of 
1819 with Spain. Ordered to be printed. 

The senate proceeded*to the further considera- 
tion of the bill for the admission of Michigan into 
the union; the question being on the motion of Mr. 
Morris to amend the bill. 

After Mr. Morris had made a few pam ney. 
and explanatory remarks, Mr. Bayard a 
large, the senate on the subject of the bill, and in 
opposition to the principle involved in the pream- 
ble. The question was further debated by Messrs. 





the union. 


Brown, Niles and Crittenden, when the question | 


dressed, at | 





was put on Mr. Morris’ amendment to the ,, 
ble of the bill, and decided in the nevatiye prea 
and nays, as follows—yeas 18, nays 29 ¢ 5 
amendment to the aprnyrsae Was rejected 0 th 
Southard then moved to strike out the prea 
but this motion was negatived by yeas anq , mil 
yeas 16, nays 25. The bill was thereupon ‘ie 
to the senate, when Mr. Calhoun moved to ai 
it by striking out the preamble, and insertiny 
first section, a clause repealing so much of th : 
mer bill passed for the admission of Michj 
required het assent to certain boundaries a ) 
mitting her at once into the union. He ey vob 
a wish to address the senate in support ‘of 
amendment, and thereupon moved an adjournm 
Mr. Walker demanded the yeas and nays; wild 
being taken, the senate refused to adiour. 
& , ed to adjourn—y 
13, nays 24. Mr. Calhoun thereupon, with a 
warmth, declined speaking to the amendment }, 
demanded the yeas and nays upon it; which y 
accordingly ordered, and, being taken, stood . 
12, nays 25. So Mr. Calhoun’s amendment wa; , 
jected. 
The question then recurring on ordering the 4 
to its engrossment for a third reading, Mr, jy}; 
sBiiveadelt the senate, explaining the grounds ¢ 
which, though he had voted against the pream), 
he should nevertheless vote for the bill. The ques 
tion was at length (about 5 o’clock) taken on 4) 
engrossment of the bill, (in the shape of whiey ; 
was originally reported), and carried by yeas a, 
nays; yeas 27, nays 4, (a number of members hy 
ing retired before the vote), as follows: 

‘YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, ) 
na, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King, ¢ 
Ala. King, of Geo. Knight, Linn, Nicholas, Nije 
Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Soyje 
Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, Whit 
Wright—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Davis, Pre 
tiss—4 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a thi 
reading, and the senate adjourned. 

January 5. The chair presented the letter of rg 
signation of the hon. Alexander Porter, of Louisian 
which was read. 

After the reception of petitions and reports, whi 
will be noticed when before the senate fora final de 
cision upon them, and several resolutions of loc 
interests Mr. King, of Ala. offered the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance bei 
structed to inquire into the propriety of authorisi 
the secretary of the treasury to pay equitable con 
missions to the attorneys of persons the sums aware 
ed to whom, under the treaty with France, we 
taken by debts due by them to the United States. 

The chair presented a communication from th 
navy department, with statements in relation 
clerks employed in that department, 

Also, a communication from the same departmen 
with a eopy of a letter from the navy commissio 
ers, relating to an examination of the waters of Na 
ragansett bay, in accordance with a resolution 
the senate at the last session. | 

The engrossed bill to admit Michigan into tt 
union having been read a third time, and the qué 
tion pending being upon its passage, 

Mr. Calhoun spoke in opposition to the bill, eh 
racterizing it as eminently irregular in its prineip!e 
and revolutionary in its tendency. ; 

Mr. Strange replied, chiefly in vindication of 
own opinions in relation to this bill, and of the Ba 
timore convention. 

Messrs. Buchanan, Davis and King, of Geo. a 
spoke on the subject of the bill. 

The bill passed by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchan 
Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kit 
of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, Nichd 
Niles, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, ev! 
Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, Whi 
Wright—25. ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs, Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, * 
tenden, Davis, Kent, Moore, Prentiss, South 
Swift—10. 

The senate then adjourned, 


2 fon 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr. Speight, of North Carolina, appeared ' 
took his seat on Thursday. ] 
Friday, Dec. 30. The speaker laid betore | 
house a message from the president of the Unit 
States, transmitting a report from the secretary 
state in obedience to the resolution of the 23d!" 
calling for all information which may have been 
ceived in relation to the bequest of James ae 
son, late of London, deceased, to found an “tt 
tion at Washington for the diffusion of knowle 
[The report merely encloses letters from /* 
Rush, esq. the agent, announcing his arrive 
London, &c.] 
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A large number of memorials and petitions were 


committees were received. They chiefly related 


to private claims, and will be sufficiently noticed 


bercatt "speaker laid before the house a message 


from the president of the United States, transmit- 
ting a communication from the secretary of war ad 
saferim, with certain accompanying papers from the 
agineer department, required to complete the an- 
ye report from that department. The message 
mis laid on the table. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, moved to sus- 

end the rules to enable him to olfer the following 
resolution: y , 

Resoed, That the committee on public lands 
. ‘into the expediency of prohibiting by law 
inquir : y 
the purchase of lands, at auction, with a view to 
forfeit them, and afterwards to obtain them at the 
government price of one dollar and twenty-five cents 

re. 
Per. W. called for the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules for this purpose, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, were, yeas 154, 
nays 38. So the house suspended the rules. 

Mr. Lane, of Indiana, moved to amend the reso- 
jution by striking out the words “committee on 

ublic lands,” and inserting the words, ‘a select 
committee;” and also by adding at the end of the 
resolution the following words: ‘and also to inquire 
into the expediency of confining all sales of the 

ublic lands to actual settlers.” 

Mr. Lane said that, in offering the amendment, 
he had been actuated by a desire to bring this pro- 

sition directly before the house. No question 
Pad ever arisen which was of greater importance to 
the various interests of the country. It was im- 

rtant as regarded the manufacturing interest; it 
was important with reference to the surplus reve- 
nue; it was important in its reference to the cur- 
rency and to mercantile transactions; and it was 
important as regarded the settlement of the whole 
western country. Any gentleman who had ever 
attended the sales of the public lands at auction, 
must see the necessity of putting a stop to the prac- 
tice which had prevailed for afew years. Mr. L. 
here alluded to the practice of the agents of specu- 
lating companies aft attended these sales bidding 
a little higher than the laboring man who had tra- 
versed the wilderness and settled down on these 
lands could afford, and thus depriving him of his 
purchase. By this process, the government made 
quly a few cents more, and the hard earnings of the 
laboring man were thus rendered useless to him.— 
He had to buy lands at second entry, whilst the spe- 
culator, who had purchased the numbers which the 
actual settler intended to purchase, was residing in 
adistant part of the country. By aay ap the course 
proposed by the amendment, Mr. L. said the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands might be 
brought back to three millions per annum, being 
the amount sold in former years. He had great 
confidence in the committee on public lands. This 
subject had received the notice of the president in 
his last annual message, and had been referred to 
that committee; but he (Mr. L.) had understood 
that they were not able to agree on any definite 
proposition. For this reason, and in order that the 
final action of the house might be had during the 
present session, he had moved the change of refer- 
ence from the committee on public lands to a se- 
lect committee. 

Mr. Boon, of Indiana, said he was not going to 
make a speech, but he rose to express his astonish- 
ment at the proposition of the gentleman from In- 
diana. He considered the amendment as a direct 
and unqualified reflection on the committee on pub- 
lic lands; and he repelled the reflection with indig- 

nation. The question of confining the sales of the 
public lands to actual settlers was made the subject 
of a part of the annual message of the president, 
Which part had been referred to the committee on 
public lands. They had this very proposition un- 
der consideration; but whether they would be able 
to agree on a bill, he did not know. He was glad, 
however, that the proposition had been enlarged by 
the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Williams). 
If subject-matters of investigation properly belong- 
Ing to the standing committees of the house were 
thus to be wrested out of their hands, he hoped the 
committee on public lands would be stricken from 
the list altogether. 

Mr. Lane assured the gentleman from Indiana 
and the chairman of the committee on public lands 
that he intended no reflection by his motion; and 
said that if the chairman of the committee on pub- 
ic lands would give him an assurance that he 
Would bring this subject forward in a definite shape 
¢ would withdraw his amendment. After some 
remarks from Mr. Dunlap in opposition to the 
amendment, Mr. Lane said he had just understood 


ented and referred—after which the reports of 








that a bill would be agreed upon by a committee of 
the senate embracing his views, and he, therefore, 
withdrew his amendment. The original resolution 
was thereupon adopted. 

Mr. Vanderpoel moved a suspension of the rule, 
to enable him to offer a resolution that when the 
house adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was rejected—ayes 95, noes 65, (not 
two-thirds). So the house refused to suspend the 
rule. 

Mr. Harlan moved to suspend the rule, to enable 
him to submit a resolution that when the house ad- 
journs to-morrow, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday 
next; which motion prevailed—ayes 127, noes 36. 

And the question on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion was then taken, and decided in the affirmative. 
So the motion to adjourn over from Saturday to 
Tuesday, was agreed to. 

The house next went into the consideration of 
private bills in committee of the whole—after 
which the committee rose, reported progress, and 
had leave to sit again. 

The speaker communicated to the house from 
the secretary of the navy, a plan for the improve- 
ment of the navy yard at Pensacola, accidentally 
omitted in his communication yesterday, which, on 
motion of Mr. Jarvis, of Maine, was laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed; after which, 

The house jy aateash 9 

Saturday, Dec. 31. After the usual morning bu- 
siness, the house proceeded to the consideration of 
the following resolution heretofore offered by Mr. 
Garland, of Va. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury com- 
municate to this house, if within his power, the di- 
vidends and surpluses which were declared by, and 
the surpluses and contingent funds remaining in, 
the several banks in which the public money is de- 
posited, for the years 1833, 1834, 1835 and 1836, 
severally. 

To which resolution the following amendment 
had been heretofore offered by Mr. Harlan: 

‘‘And that he state also, whether the salary or 
compensation of an agent at the seat of the general 
government composes a part of the expenses of the 
said banks; the name of the said agent, and the se- 
veral sums paid to him by the said institutions re- 
spectively.” 

The pending question was on the motion submit- 
ted by Mr. Hannegan, when the subject was last un- 
der consideration, to lay the amendments and reso- 
lutions on the table; on which motion the yeas and 
nays had heretofore been ordered, and, having been 
now taken, were, yeas 28, nays 141. 

So the house refused to lay the subject on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. Gillet thereupon withdrew his amendment; 
and the question recurring on the proposed amend- 
ment of Mr. Harlan— 

Mr. Cushman cailed for the previous question: 
which the house refused to secahil: ayes 71, noes 90. 

So the previous questica was not seconded. 

The question on the adoption of the amendment 
again recurriug, Mr. Granger called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Harlan hoped that the house would not op- 
pose the adoption of his amendment. It had been 
stated again and again, both in and out of the house, 
that a certain person residing in this city > 
a room in the treasury department, the rent of which 
was paid by that department; that he communicat- 
ed with these deposite banks, and that through him, 
under the frank of the secretary of the treasury, 
the correspondence of the banks was carried on. 
If there was such an agent, the people had a right 
to know it 

He (Mr. H.) did not pretend to assert whether 
there was such an agent or not; but he did say that 
the statements which had gone forth to that effect 
through the public press and other channels, was 
sufficient ground on which to institute an inquiry, 
and to call for a distinct answer from the secretary 
of the treasury. 

The deposite banks, it was said, had realized large 
sums by means of the public money. Two or three 
years before the charter of the United States bank 
expired, these deposites were taken from that insti- 
tution, the place pointed out by law for their safe 
keeping. hat amount the government might have 
lost, he could not tell. But it was necessary the 
people should know what was done with their mo- 
ney, and whether any confidential agent existed, 
who, under the sanction of the secretary of the trea- 
sury, had the control of these institutions. 

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, said that his only ob- 
ject in offeriug the resolution had been to ascertain 
what profits had been realized by these banks out 
of moneys deposited there, for which the govern- 
ment had no use. As regarded the amendment pro- 

osed by the gentleman from Kentucky, it would 
& remembered that when the gentleman from Vir- 








ginia, (Mr. Wise), at a former period, offered a re- 
solution in a more extended form, asking for an in- 
quiry into alleged abuses in the treasury department, 
he (Mr. G.) had voted for that inquiry, and he would 
do so again. But he could not regard the amend- 











ment now proposed as pertinent to the resolution. 
Still, he would vote for it. 


were these deposite banks chartered by the govern- 


He would ask, however, 


ment of the United States, or did they owe any re- 
sponsibility to the government, except so far as they 
had entered into contracts? They did not; and if 
the banks thought proper to expend their money in 
the employment of an agent at Washington, or else- 
where, they had a right to do so, so long as they 
did not expend a dollar of the public money. If it 
could be shown that there was any improper con- 
nexion between R. M. Whitney, the individual so 
often referred to, or any other person, and the trea- 
sury nt aga and deposite banks, he (Mr. G.) 

was willing to know the truth, and to correet the 

evil, if it existed. It had been charged that the 

friends of the administration wished to conceal hid- 

den fraud and corruption. Let them meet the char- 

ges coming from a gentleman politically opposed to 

them; let him have as full an inquiry as possible; and 

although he (Mr. G.) could not consider the amend- 

ment as intimately connected with the resolution, 

still he would never close his eyes upon any fraud, 

corruption or mismanagement, come from what quar- 

ter it would; and he would never deny any inquiry 

which might lead to its detection. He did not be. 

lieve that fraud or corruption could be discovered, 
but he was desirous to give the opportunity. 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, expressed the 
gratification which he had felt in listening to the 
sentiments expressed by the gentleman from Vir 
ginia, (Mr. Garland). Without reflecting on the 
motives of others, he (Mr. T.) thanked that centle- 
man for the manly and honorable course he fad ta- 
ken in this matter. 

The subject of Reuben M. Whitney’s connexion 
with the treasury was one of deep excitement in 
every part of the union. He (Mr. T.) had forborne 
to make any charges or insinuations, until he had 
evidence before him. Now, he desired that the 
evidence sought by the amendment should be pro- 
cured, for it had a most important bearing on the 
whole subject. And he must be permitted to say 
that, if he did not raise the cry of democracy so 
loudly and so constantly as some men, he was yet 
democrat enough to have confidence that the peo- 
ple of this country would do what was right, when 
they understood what was right; and any opposition 
to this investigation would come with an ill grace 
fron those who professed themselves to be thie 
friends of the people. He wished to know what 
was the nature of R. M. Whitney’s connexion with: 
these banks, and what compensation he received. 
Let the suspicions which were abroad be either put 
down or confirmed. Whatever this individual’s 
connexion might turn out to be with the banks, he 
(Mr. T.) believed it to be an absolute autocracy: 
he believed that the “‘sic volo, sic jubeo” of R. IM. 
Whitney placed money in the banks and took mo- 
ney out of them. He believed such to be the fact 
though he did not know it; andif R. M. Whitney 
had this power, was it not all-important that the peo- 
ple should know it? He (Mr. T.) had nothinz to 
say about his character; but he desired to know 
whether R. M. Whitney was not influenced by dou- 
ceurs from these banks; whether it was true that he 
received fifty thousand dollars a year, as had been 
stated. A bank which had a million of the publie 
money on deposite, which was yielding $60,000 per 
annum, could readily afford to pay a part of the com- 
pensation named. He (Mr, T.) thought his suspi 
cions that such a sum was paid would Be confirmed. 
In any event, he desired to submit the case to the 
American people, with a full knowledge of all the 
circumstances. He hoped the gentlemen opposed 
to him would meet him fully in this instance. If all 
was fair as it should be, and as he trusted it micht 
cee to be, let the friends of the administration 

ave all the benefit which would result from the re- 
futation of the charges. 

Mr. D. J. Pearce said he had voted to lay the re- 
solution and amendment on the table, because he 
was opposed both to the one and the other. 

He was in favor of any resolution directing in- 
quiry into any department of the governinent 
where, in the nature of things, it was proper the in- 
quiry should be made. He considered the whole 
proposition as a work of supererogation. He would 
vote for the resolution if any gentleman who view- 
ed the subject in a different light to himself, would 

ut it in a proper shape. If the gentleman from 

entucky (Mr. Harlan) wauted a committee ap- 
pointed on the part of the house, to ascertain whe- 
ther the secretary of the treasury had assumed bank- 
ing privileges; whether R. M. Whitney was station- 
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view of giving him privileges above other individu- 
als, and of receiving from the secretary of the 
pbs: a protection which the secretary could not 
correctly confer upon another man, nor legally upon 
him, (R. M. W.) if, in short, the question was to 
resolve itself into one of malfeasance or malversa- 
tion in office, he (Mr. P.) was willing, for one, that 
the committee should be raised, that the gentleman 
from Kentucky should be at the head of it, and that 
he should fully investigate all charges, so far as they 
can be made against the vig gt Od the treasury. 

But suppose that Reuben M. Whitney was the 
agent of the deposite banks. He was not an agent 
under any act of congress, or under any power 
which the secretary of the treasury could exercise. 
He was the agent by virtue of a contract between 
him and the deposite banks. What right had the 
house or the secretary or the treasury to ask these 
banks if they had an agent, or what compensation 
was given to him? They might answer the ques- 
tion if they thought proper; and, if they did not 
think proper to answer it, the house would be no 
wiser by adopting this resolution. 

It had been said that R. M. Whitney was seen in 
this city, sometimes in his office, sometimes reading 
newspapers, and, because he was so seen, the house 
was to adopt a resolution making these formal in- 
quiries from the secretary of the treasury. So far 
as any thing could be brought to bear on the se- 
cretary of the treasury, shewing an so he con- 
nexion between him and Reuben M. Whitney, 
or any other individual, he (Mr. P.) was wil- 
ling to go for an inquiry; but as to these roving 
investigations, these inquisitions, he had expressed 
his opinion against them; he believed that no bene- 
fit was to be derived from them by the American 
people, and that their only effect would be to agitate 
the public mind. So much (said Mr. P.) for Reu- 
ben M. Whitney, who (Mr. P. apprehended) was 
one day to become a great man, on the ground that 
those who were great were indebted for their eleva- 
tion more to their enemies than their friends; and 
who, but for the fictitious consequence which he 
had gathered from the thousand rumors which had 
been circulated against him, might have glided on 
to his grave with the contemptible insensibility of 
an oyster, so far as congress would have had any 
thing to do with him. 

But as to the resolution itself. When did the bill 
by which these deposites were regulated becume a 
law? At the last session of congress, he believed. 
These banks, would, no doubt, do what they had 
contracted to do under the deposite bill of the last 
session. They were under contracts with the se- 
cretary of the treasury—contracts entered into sub- 
sequent to the passage of that bill, and to the re- 
quirements of which they had conformed. But the 
resolution of the gentlemen from Virginia (Mr. 
Garland) goes back to the years 1835 and 1836.— 
What right had the secretary of the treasury to call 
for this information? What control could he exer- 
cise over the banks, independent of what was con- 
tained in the contract under the deposite bill? Would 
the banks condescend to comply with such require- 
ments? And, if not, of what avail was the resolu- 
tion, or what benefit could result from its adoption? 

He saw no reason why the secretary of the trea- 
sury should make <— into these banks, rather 
than into any other banks, in order to know their 
surplus on hand. There was evil to be apprehend- 
ed from the surplus on hand in all the banks, but 
this was the result of the banking system. If the 
object of the resolution really was to confer benefit 
on the public, then let the inquiry be extended to 
all similar institutions in the wage If congress 
was to legislate at all, let ther not legislate for the 
few, but for the whole. Let them legislate for the 
people, for the hewers of wood and the drawers of 
water, for those men who suffer, and are made to 
suffer, in consequence of these institutions. 

Mr. Toucey said he could see no objection to the 
resolution, nor any substantial objection to the 
amendment. Could any gentlemen object to a sim- 
ple call for facts in possession of the department, 
where it was deemed important by every member 
that they should be in possession of congress? The 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. Pearce ) had in- 
quired, why not as well call for this information in 
relation to all the banks? He (Mr. T.) would 
answer. By a law passed at the last session of con- 
gress, and, by the course of the department under 
that law, contracts had been entered into with these 
deposite banks; and, as a preliminary to the forma- 
tion of these contracts, the banks were required to 
put the department in possession of certain infor- 
mation in relation to their condition and business.— 
For this reason he (Mr. T.) would limit the inqui- 
ry to these banks. With other banks congress had 
nothing to do. He would, therefore, vote in favor 
of the resolution and also of the amendment. A 
certain agent in the treasury department had been 





alleged to be in this city performing certain acts.— 
The house had already received a communication 
from the treasury department stating that that indi- 
vidual had no connexion with that department. He 
had a connexion, for aught Mr. T. knew, with the 
deposite banks, and, so far as he was aware, there 
was no impropriety in their employing such an 
agent. But ii these banks had communicated facts 
to the treasury department in relation to that agent, 
which it was important for the house to know, let 
him communicate them. 

The house did not ask for any information which 
these banks were not required to give by virtue of 
their contracts. They asked for information, so far 
as it was in the possession of the department. He 
was for light; for fair investigation and inquiry; and 
so far as it could properly be done, he would ex- 
amine and sift the departments to the bottom. It 
was not for the house, nor for the legislature, to re- 
fuse inquiry into any department. This was not an 
inquisition; it was a proper and legal inquiry into a 
public department, not necessarily involving the 
supposition that any thing was wrong. He hoped 
the inquiry would be allowed, and he appealed to 
the house to adopt the resolution, and thus throw 
open the door to discovery, if any thing there‘was 
to discover. 

Mr. Vanderpoel submitted the following amend- 
ment to the amendment of Mr. Harlan: 

“And whether the treasury department has any 
agent or attorney to correspond or communicate 
with said deposite banks, in relation to the public 
deposites; if so, who is such agent or correspondent; 
what compensation is allowed to him, and by whom 
is such allowance made or paid.” 

Pending which, the hour having elapsed, the 
house, on motion of Mr. E. Whittlesey, passed to 
the orders of the day, being the consideration of 
bills on the calendar of private business. 

The house suspended the rule to enable Mr. 
Thomson, of Ohio, to offer the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: “ 

Resolved, That the use of this hall be allowed for 
an exhibition of the pupils of the New England in- 
stitution for the education of the blind, under the 
direction of Doct. 8. G. Howe, on Tuesday next, at 
“td past 10 o’clock A. M. for the space of one 

our. 

The remainder of the session was spent in the con- 
sideration of bills for the relief of individuals; among 
them was the bill for the relief the heirs of Louis 
Durett, which was read a third time, but a final de- 
cision postponed until Friday next. 

[This bill proposes to release to the heirs of Du- 
rett, sixty arpens of land in the city of Mobile of 
great value.] 

Tuesday, Jan.3. After the presentation of peti- 
tions, Mr. Ingersoll, from the commitiee of ways 
and means, reported a bill to provide for the sup- 
port of the military academy of the United States 
for the year 1837; which was twice read, and com- 
mitted to the committee of the whole house on the 
state of the union. 

Mr. Yell, from the committee on public lands, 
made a report, in pursuance of the resolution of the 
house of the 20th December last, accompanied by 
a bill to revive, in part, the provisions of an act en- 
titled ‘‘an act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands;” approved June 19, 1834: 
which bill was committed to the committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union. 

On motion of Mr. J. Q. Adams, 

Resolved, That the coinmittee on revolutionary 
pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of restoring to the list of pensioners, for servi- 
ces in the revolutionary war, the names of all per- 
sons who were entitled to and obtained pensions 
under the act of 18th March, 1818, but whose 
names were afterwards stricken from the list, and 
have not since been restored, for the single reason 
that they were not in indigent poverty. 

Mr. Harlan presented the joint preamble and re- 
solution of the legislature of Kentucky, for the 

assage of a law compensating the troops called 
into the service of the United States, in virtue of 
an order from gen. Gaines to the governor of Ken- 
tucky, which troops were destined for Camp Sa- 
bine, but disbanded by the order of the president of 
the United States. 

The resolutions offered by Mr. Gillet on the 30th 
of Dec. relative to the obstructions to the naviga- 
tion of the Passaic river, and for the improvement 
of the muoth of Black river, were taken up and 
agreed to. - 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the navy, in accordance 
with the act of congress of May, 1836, transmitting 
a statement of the expenditures made from the 
contingent appropriations for the navy from the Ist 
day of October, 1835, to the 30th day of Septem- 
ber, 1836. 





———— 
_The speaker also laid before the house a com. 
nication from the secretary of the treasury ae 
Price the following statement: Sh ae 

atement of the payments made to the 

Ohio, Indiana, Alabama, Missouri, Llliner: a, 
sissippi, Louisiana and Arkansas, out of the fi, 
per cent. of the net proceeds of the sales of 1." 


nih Wrens f la 
within their respective limits; prepared j . 
ance of a yeaabatlon of the facile of Wad ota 
hy of the 26th December, 1836. -a 

ates. Proportion of 5 per ct. pd. — Am’t np. 
Ohio 3 per cent. r $464,900 
Indiana - 388,109 ; 
Alabama a 301.809 _ 
Missouri me 146,999 2 
Illinois a 260,328 op 
Mississippi " 338,808 : 
Louisiana 5 per cent. 106,535 19 
Arkansas 3 per cent. 4,790 9 


Se a, ; 


Treasury department, register’s office, Dec. 26, 1836 
T. L. SMITH, regisie,. ’ 

The unfinished business of the morning hour we 
the following resolution heretofore offered by Mr 
Garland, of Virginia: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury com. 
municate to this house, if within his power, » 
statement of the dividends and surpluses whic) 
were declared by, and surpluses and contingey; 
funds remaining in, the several banks in which the 
public money is deposited for the years, 1833, °3 
’35, °36, severally. 

To which Mr, Harlan had offered the followin: 
amendment: , 

‘‘And that he state also, whether the salary o; 
compensation of an agent at the seat of the gener) 
government composes a part of the expenses of th: 
said banks; the name of the said agent, and the se. 
veral sums paid to him by the said institutions re. 
spectively.” 

To which amendment, Mr. Vanderpoel hereto. 
fore offered the following amendment: 

“And whether the treasury department has any 
agent or attorney to correspond or communicate 
with said deposite banks, in relation to the public 
deposites; if so, who is such agent or correspon. 
dent; what compensation is allowed to him, and by 
whom is such allowances made or paid.” 


The house was addressed at length by Mr. Pey- 
ton; after which, Mr, Garland proposed to modify 
his resolution by adding thereto the following: — 

Resolved, That a committee of nine members be 
appointed whose duty it shall be to inquire whether 
the several banks employed for the deposite of the 
public moneys have all or any of them, by joint or 
several contract, employed an agent to reside ct 
the seat of government to transact their business 
with the treasury department; what is the chara: 
ter of the business which he is so employed to 
transact; what compensation he receives; whether 
said agent, if there be one, has been employed ¢ 
the request or through the procurement of the tree- 


sury department; whether the business of the trea- 7 


sury department with said banks is conducted 
through said agent; and whether in the transaction 
of any business confided to said agent he receives 
any compensation from the treasury department, 
and that said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers. 

Thereupon Mr. Harlan withdrew his amendmett, 
(which carried with it also the amendment to the 
amendment, offered by Mr. Vanderpoel). 


Mr. McKay offered the following additional res0- 
lution to the first resolution of Mr. Garland, which 
Mr. G. accepted: 

Resolved, further, That the secretary of the trea 
sury report the actual amount of public moneys 
each of said banks has held on deposite on the firs! 
day of each quarter in the aforesaid years respé- 
tively, together with any other information which 
will show what proportion of said dividends 204 
surpluses has been derived by the said banks {rom 
the use of the public moneys. Also, as far as ¢@" 
be ascertained, what have been the dividends a0 
surpluses of an equal number of other banks the! 
those that have the public moneys for the last tw? 
years. 


And the question on the original resolution of 
Mr. Garland was taken and carried. And th 
question on the modified resolution proposed bY 
Mr. McKay, was taken, and also carried. 


The question then recurring on the additional 
resolution of Mr. Garland in relation to the exis 
ence of the agent for the deposite banks, &c. 


Mr. Chambers called for the yeas and nay® 
which were ordered, and being taken, were, ye® 
199, nays none. 

So all three resolutions were adopted by @ ul 
nimous vote. 


ee 


The ! 
day; bei 
tofore < 

intme 
adminis 

A de 
Dunlap 
which ° 

And, 
the que 

Befor 
laid bef 
cretary 
wit: 


Srr: 
gress of 
since th 
section 
public I 

The | 
was sul 
states, | 
ed by tl 
annu 
97. 

The 
yeral st 
(A) an 
to each 

In ex 
convent 
concer 
States, 
proceed 
sions of 
questio 
tion so 
the assi 
posites, 
cision ¢ 

The 
will, th 
of opini 
either 
manner 
among 
which I 

Twel 
accepta 
transfer 
posite 3 
favor of 


] 
Apporti 
mone’ 
1837, 


Sta 


Main 
New 
Mass 
Rhod 
Vern 
Cana 
New 
New 
Penn 
Dela 
a 

irgi 
Nortl 
Soutt 
Geor, 
Alab: 
Missi 
Loui: 
Miss 
Kent 
Tenn 
Ohio 
India 
Illine 
Arka 
Mich 


Wed; 
Resolve 
Instruct 
Ing ory 
the arr 
duals o; 
pensati 
Commis 

On n 
_ Resol 
Instruct 





nvDe 


1836, 
ler, 

T Was 
y Mr, 


com. 
er, a 
Which 
ngent 
h the 
, *34, 


Win g 


ry or 
eneral 
of the 
he se. 
NS re- 


ereto- 


S any 
nicate 
public 
'Spon- 
nd by 


. Pey- 
odify 


ers be 
nether 
of the 
int or 
ide et 
siness 
harae- 
ed to 
hether 
ved at 
» trea. 
2 trea- 
lucted 
action 
celves 
tment, 
nd for 


ment, 
to the 


| res0- 
which 


» trea- 
oneys 
ie first 
pspec: 
which 
s and 
: from 
as cal 
jg aud 
g than 
st two 


jon of 
yd the 
ed by 


itional 
exist- 


nays, 
» yew 


a una- 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—JAN. 7, 1837--CONGRESS. 


297 





ee sos 





The house proceeded to the special order of the 
day, being the consideration of the resolution here- 
tolore offered by Mr. Wise, providing for the ap- 

intment of a select committee to inquire into the 
administration of the executive departments, &c. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. Pickens, 
Dunlap and Peyton participated, and a report of 
which will appear hereafter. 

And, on motion of Mr. Robertson, without taking 
the question, the house ad journed. 

Before announcing the adjournment, the speaker 
Jaid before the house a communication from the se- 
cretary of the treasury, in the words following, to 

it: 

\ Treasury department, Jan. 3, 1837. 

Srr: I seize the earliest occasion to inform con- 
gress of the measures adopted by this department 
since the Ist instant, in compliance with the 13th 
section of the act regulating “the deposites of the 
public money.” 

The balance in the treasury on that day, which 
was subject to be apportioned among the different 
states, has, on the principles of the act, as constru- 
ed by the attorney general, and explained in my last 
annual report, been ascertained to be $37,468,859 


The division of this sum, in detail, among the se- 
yeral states, may be seen in the document annexed, 
(A) and, including Michigan, equals $127,445 10 
to each electoral vote. 

In consequence of the proceedings of the last 
convention in Michigan, and the views expressed 
concerning them by the president of the United 
States, is his recent message communicating those 
proceedings to congress, together with the provi- 
sions of the bill now pending in one house on this 
question, the department has supposed her situa- 
tion so far changed since November as to justify 
the assignment to her of a share of the public de- 
posites, subject, however, entirely to the future de- 
cision of congress upon the propriety of this step. 


The payment of the share assigned to Michigan 
will, therefore, be postponed till some expression 
of opinion shall be given by congress, which may 
either sanction its being made to her in the same 
manner as to the other states, or require its division 
among the other states in addition to the sums 
which have already been appropriated to them. 


Twelve of the states have communicated their 
acceptance of the terms of the act, and accordingly 
transfers, equal in amount to the first quarterly de- 
posite required under the law, are now issuing in 
favor of their respective agents. 

Which is respectively submitted, 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Apportionment among the several states of the public 
money remaining in the treasury on the 1st January, 

1837, excepting five millions of dollars. 

Amount to be de- 


. No. electo- . , 
States. a osited during the 

ral votes. een 1837, & 
Maine 10 $1,274,451 02 
New Hampshire 7 892,115 71 
Massachusetts 14 1,784,331 43 
Rhode Island 4 509,780 41 
Vermont 7 892,115 71 
Cannecticut s 1,019,560 $1 
New York 42 5,352,694 28 
New Jersey 8 1,019,560 81 
Pennsylvania 30 3,823,353 06 
Delaware 3 382,335 31 
Maryland 10 1,274,451 02 
Virginia 23 2,931,237 34 
North Carolina 15 1,911,676 53 
South Carolina 11 1,401,896 12 
Georgia ll 1,401,896 12 
Alabama 7 892,115 71 
Mississippi 4 509,780 41 
Louisiana 5 637,225 51 
Missouri 4 509,780 41 
Kentucky 15 1,911,676 53 
Tennessee 15 1,911,676 53 
Ohio 21 2,676,347 14 
Indiana i) 1,147,005 92 
Illinois 5 637,225 51 
Arkansas 3 $82,335 31 
Michigan 3 382,335 31 





$37,468,859 97 
Wednesday, Jan. 4. On motion of Mr. McKay, 
4esolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of prohibit- 
Ing or regulating by law the practice of officers of 
the army being employed in the service of indivi- 
uals or incorporated companies, and receiving com- 
pensation from them during the time they hold their 
Commissions. 
On motion of Mr, Holsey, 
_ Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be 
‘nstructed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 





ing by law for the granting of patents to assignees 
or holders of contracts of purchase of creek reser- 
vations, which have been certified by the agent, and 
approved by the president under the third article of 
the treaty with the Creek tribe of Indians, concluded 
at Washington, on the 24th day of March, i832. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the committee_on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety and justice 
of making an additional appropriation of and to sa- 
tisfy the warrants in scrip which have been issued, 
and which may hereafter issue, in virtue of the laws 
and ordinances of the United States and of the state 
of Virginia, for services in the army of the revolu- 
tion; and that the committee further inquire into the 
propriety of authorising the secretery of the trea- 
sury, in cases where scrip may have been and shall 
be issued, and all the heirs and others interested 
therein shall not appear or join in receiving the 
same, to issue to those who shall appear or join, or 
their attorney or attorneys, their proper portion, re- 
serving in the treasury the portion due to those who 
do not appear or join as aforesaid. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Owens, 
lies one day under the rule, viz: , 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to furnish this house with a detailed statement of the 
number and names of the officers in the regular 
army of the United States who have resigned their 
commissions within the last twelve months, and the 
dates of said resignations; the number and names of 
the officers who have applied for and obtained fur- 
loughs within the same period of time, the date of 
said furloughs, and the reasons for granting the 
same; and the number and names of the officers who 
have refused to comply with the last general order 
of the president of the United States, requiring the 
officers of the army to join their regiments, and the 
reasons for such non-compliance; and — other 
matter connected with this subject that he may 
deem important to the public interests. 

The following resolution, se ro by Mr. Mont- 
gomery, lies one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to inform this house what quantity of pub- 
lic lands belongs to the United States in each state 
and territory, and their aggregate amount; what has 
been the whole cost attending their purchase and 
management up to the Ist December, 1836, desig- 
nating the amount of each of the various heads of 
expenditure, with the dates at which the lands have 
been acquired; also, that he inform the house what 
amount of land has been surveyed and offered for 
sale ineach of the states and territories, the amount 
which has been sold at public sale, the amount pur- 
chased at private sale, the probable amount that has 
been omg ased by speculators, the amount that has 
probably been taken for actuai settlement, the 
amount that will probably bring the government 
price or more, what amount will bring less than 
$125 per acre and over 75 cents per acre, what 
amount will bring 75 cents and over 50 cents per 
acre, what amount will bring 50 cents and over 25 
cents per acre, what amount will bring 25 cents and 
under, and what amount will not sell at any price; 
also, the amount of cash paid into the public trea- 
sury, and disbursements made therefrom annually 
since 1790 inclusive. 


Mr. Howard, from the committee on commerce, 
reported the following resolution, which was agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
vising the acts of congress relative to foreign mis- 
sions. 

The speaker presented a communication from the 
secretary of the treasury, transmitting the report of 
the register and receiver of the land office for the 
southeastern district of Louisiana, made to that de- 
partment under the act of congress of February, 
1835, “for the final adjustment of claims to lands in 
the state of Louisiana,” together with a communi- 
cation from the commissioner of the general land 
office, touching the validity of the claims therein 
mentioned. 


The speaker also laid before the house a commu- 
nication from the treasury department, submitting a 
report, in compliance with the resolution of the 
house of representatives of the 10th July, 1882, di- 
recting the secretary of the treasury to lay before 
this house at the next and each successive session 
of congress, copies of statements and returns, as 
far as he is able to do, showing the capital, circula- 


tion, discounts, specie deposites, and condition of| 


the different state banks and banking companies. 


Mr. @. Allan offered the following preamble and 
resolution: : 

Whereas congress has heretofore made donations 
of the public lands for the purpose of internal im- 





provement and education, 


To the state of Ohio, 


1,737,838 acres. 


Indiana, - 1,012,592 
Tilinois, - 41,712,215 
Missouri, - 1,181,245 
Mississippi, 733,244 
Alabama, -_ 1,216,450 
Louisiana, - 920,053 
Territory of Michigan, - 599,978 
Arkansas, - 996,338 
Florida, - 947,724 


in the aggregate amounting to eleven million fifty- 
seven thousand six hundred and eighty-five acres: 

And whereas each of the United States has an 
equal right to participate in the benefit of the pub- 
lic lands, the common property of the union; 

And every wise and good American having agreed 
in the opinion that the cause of general edneation is 
indissolubly identified with the cause of general 
liberty: 

Therefore, to do equal and exact justice to allthe 
states, to aid in diffusing among the rising genera- 
tion intelligence enough to comprehend, and spirit 
enough to defend, their rights, and thus to elevate 
the national character and insure the perpetuity of 
our free institutions— 


Be it resolved, That a select commiitee of one 
member from each state be appointed, whose duty 
it shall be to inquire into the justice and expediency 
of making to each of the thirteen original American 
states, together with each of the states of Vermont, 
Maine, Kentucky and Tennessee, such grants of 
the public lands, for the purposes of education, as 
will correspond in a just proportion with those here- 
tofore made in favor of the first named states and 
territories, and that said committee have leave to re- 
port by bill or otherwise. But, to avoid the objec- 
tion of one state holding land in another, the com- 
mittee is directed to insert a clause in the bill which 
they may report, peereins that the grants to be 
made thereby shall be subject to sale under the laws 
of the general government now in force, and that 
the proceeds arising therefrom shall be paid over to 
the states entitled to the same. 


Mr. Hall, of Maine, moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out the words “select committee to 
consist of one member from each state,”’ and insert 
‘the committee on public lands,” but withdrew his 
motion after some remarks from Mr. C. Allanin 
opposition to it. 


Mr. Vinton moved to amend the resolution by 
adding thereto the following: 

Resolved, That the said inquiry extend to all the 
states, and that the said committee be further ip:- 
structed to jnquire into the expediency of inserting 
a clause in said bill to pay said new states the va- 
lue of the improvements made by them on the pub- 
lic lands, or to pay to them the amount the public 
lands would have been assessed for taxes, if they 
had been private property. 


A debate now ensued between Messrs. Vinton, 
C. Allan, Briggs, Parker, Johnson, of Louisiana, 
[who moved to amend the resolution by extend- 
ing its provisions to all the states in the union], 
Claiborne, Ashley and Mann, during which Mr. 
Claiborne, of Mississippi, moved to amend the 
amendment by adding as follows: 

‘And provided that no such grant shall interfere 
with, or be located on the claim or improvement of 
any actual settler on the public lands.” 


After some remarks from Mr. Ashley, in favor of 
referring the resolution to the committee on public 
lands, Mr. Jarvis moved the previous question, but 
the house refused to second the call. Mr..4. Mann, 
after contending that this proposition was nothing 
more than the old proposition for the distribution 
of the public lands in disguise, expressed _his opi- 
nion that the preamble to the resolution was intend- 
ed to deceive, and said, if in order, he would move 
to strike it out. The speaker said the motion was 
not nowinorder. Mr. Mann gave notice that, when 
in order, he would renew the motion. Mr. Cam- 
breleng said that he thought it would be better to 
dispose of one resolution at a time, and for this pur- 
pose he would move that the house proceed to the 
orders of the day; which motion prevailed. 

The house resumed the consideration of the reso- 
lution of Mr. Wise, and the amendment thereto 
pending, proposing an inquiry into the executive 
departments, 

Mr. Robertson addressed the house until the usual 
hour for adjournment, when he gave way to a mo- 
tion to adjourn, and the house adjourned. 

Thursday. Jan.5. After the presentation of pe-~ 
titions and reports 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, containing a state. 
ment of the causes which have prevented the exe. 
cution of the ninth article of the treaty of 1819, 
with Spain, and the two acts of congress passed in 
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relation thereto, furnished in compliance with the 
order of this house of the 26th of December; which 
letter was referred to the committee on foreign af- 
fairs. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the navy, transmitting a list of the 
names of the persons employed as clerks in the na- 
vy department during the year 1836, with the com- 
pensation of each. Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Maine, it was resolv- 
ed that the committee on engrossed bills be now 
appointed. 

some business of minor importance was next 
transacted, when the house resumed the considera- 
tion of the resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
Chilton Allan relative to the public lands, with the 
amendments of Messrs. Vinton, Johnson, of Lou. 
and Claiborne, of Miss. Mr. Harrison, of Mo. ad- 
dressed the house at length in opposition to the re- 
solution, and with a view to show that the preamble 
was entirely erroneous in the assumption which it 
contained, that the grants to the new states were 
gratuitous for which no consideration had been re- 
ceived. He denied the position; and maintained 
that the states accepted the land, not as a gratuity, 
but under a compact entered into under the ordi- 
nance of 1787, by which compact the new states, 
in consideration of the grants, had surrendered one 
of the greatest attributes of sovereignty—the right 
to tax the public domain within their limits. 

Mr. Hannegan was of opinion that no practical good 
was to be obtained by the continuance of the dis- 
cussion, and moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table. Mr. C. Allan called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which were ordered; and, being taken, 
were—yeas 95, nays 99. So the motion to lay the 
subject on the table was rejected. 

n motion of Mr. Garland, of Va. the house pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the day. 

The house resumed the consideration of the reso- 
lution heretofore offered by Mr. Wise, together with 
the pending amendment of Mr. D. J. Pearce, pro- 
viding for the appointment of a select committee tu 
inquire into the administration of the executive de- 
partments. 

Mr. Robertson concluded his remarks, and the 
house was addressed by Messrs. Hannegan and Ha- 
mer. Mr. H.had not concluded, when he gave way 
to a motion for adjournment; and on motion of Mr. 
Anthony, the house adjourned. 





DEBATE ON THE ADMISSION OF MICHI- 
GAN. 
In the senate December 30, 1836. 

Mr. Grundy, from. the committee gn the judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the admission of the state 
cf Michigan into the union; which was by consent, 
read twice. (See page 294.) __ AF oY 

Mr. Grundy moved that the bill now receive its 
third reading: it was but short; the facts of the case 
were well known; and, if any senator wished furth- 
er information, he stood ready to give it, so far as 
it was in possession of the committee. 

Mr. Ewing objected to the bill’s receiving its third 
reading at this time. It was far too important in 
its character to be hurried through the senate in 
this manner, without time to look at or consider it. 

Mr. Calhoun joined in the objection. He had 
not, he said, looked much at the question involved 
in the bill, nor was he acquainted with the facts of 
the case; but, assuming them to be as had been stated 
in the president’s message, this was one of the very 
gravest questions ever submitted to the senate. It 
was certainly one which required to be maturely 
considered, and carefully weighed. He wished 
more time for reflection; first, that he might more 
accurately ascertain what the facts were; and, se- 
condly, that he might weigh them in his mind with 
the care they demanded. He presumed others were 
of like mind: and, with a view to ascertain the 
wishes of the senate, he would move that the farth- 
er consideration of the bill be postponed, and that it 
be made the order of the day for that day week. 

Mr. Grundy did not object to allowing gentlemen 
a reasonable time, but thought the day named too 
distant. There was one good reason why the bill 
should receive an earlier consideration: the distribu- 
tion of the deposites was to take place soon after the 
first day of January next, and it was desirable, if 
the bill was to pass at alt, that it passed early enough 
to admit the state of Michigan to receive,with her 
sisters of the confederacy, her due proportion of the 
public moneys; but if the whole subject was put off, 
as had been moved, the passage of the bill might be 
so far delayed as to render this impossible. This, 
surely, was a strong argument for as early an atten- 
tion to the subject as possible. As to the facts of 
the case, they were detailed in the president’s mes- 
sage, and in the documents which had been reported 
with the bill: he was fully aware that they present- 
ed a case, in regard to which the judgments of gen- 





tlemen might widely differ, but the facts themselves 
were few, and might soon be told. In June last, 
congress had passed a bill declaring that, on certain 
conditions therein set forth, the new state of Michi- 
gan should be received into the union: one of which 
was that certain boundary lines should be assigned 
to the state; and another that a convention of the 
people of Michigan, convened for the express pur- 
pose, should express their assent to these conditions, 
and agree to come into the confederacy on the terms 
prescribed. The act contained no directions as to 
the manner in which such convention should be 
called. A convention was ordered by the legisla- 
ture of Michigan; which met, and concluded to re- 
ject the conditions of admission, and communicated 
such dissent to the president of the United States. 
On farther reflection, however, without any parti- 
cular form of legislation, the people themselves had 
since spontaneously met in their primary assemblies, 
and called a second convention, by which body it 
had been agreed to accept the conditions of the law, 
and thus to enter the confederacy. It was since as- 
certained that from 5,000 to 6,000 votes for this lat- 
ter convention had been cast for the same members 
who had formerly decided to refuse the terms of ad- 
mission, and from 8,000 to 9,000 in favor of men of 
a different opinion. This, he believed, was about 
as correct a statement of the facts of the case as 
could be obtained by greater a The question 
was certainly open as to the validity of the acts of 
this latter convention, on which, no doubt, there 
would be a diversity of opinion; but as to the facts 
there could be no dispute. It would appear, on ex- 
amination, that although a majority of the people of 
Michigan had, at the date of the first convention, 
been “4 8 to accepting the terms of admission, 
yet, at the time the last was held, an overwhelming 
majority had been in favor of the measure. When 
these facts should be found and admitted to be as 
stated, Mr. G. should give his views as to what 
ought to be the consequence. But he was anxious 
that the law should be passed in time for Michigan 
to get her proportion of the public money. The 
secretary could not make the distribution on the first 
of the month, as all the returns would not then be 
in, but he might probably be in circumstances to do 
so within ten days thereafter. 

Mr. Calhoun said that no senator was more anx- 
ious that the new state of Michigan should be re- 
ceived into the confederacy than himself, or could 
be more willing that she should obtain her due pro- 
portion of the public money placed in deposite with 
the several states. He desired to interpose no un- 
necessary delay, and would vary his motion so as to 
propose that this bill be made the order for ‘Tuesday 
next. (Monday, he presumed, would scarce be a 
business day, and many of the members might be 
absent.) According, home. to the statement 
given by the gentleman himself, there was at the 
bottom of this subject one of the gravest, the very 
gravest questions which could be agitated; so grave, 
indeed, that important as he conceived the deposite 
act to be, he could almost prefer that their respec- 
tive proportions of the surplus fund should be with- 
held from all the states, than that a bill like this 
should rashly be passed. He wished, he repeated it, 
more time for reflection. 

Mr. Morris said that although he was one of the 
committee who had reported the bill, yet he did not 
concur in the preamble as reported. He did not, 
indeed, doubt that Michigan ought to be admitted 
into the union, and should rejoice at her admission. 


But, as the chairman had correctly stated, the act of 


congress providing for her admission, made it con- 
ditional, and required her previous assent to the 
condition, that assent was to be made known to the 
president of the United States, Now, the assent 
of the people of Michigan had not yet reached the 
president at the date of his Jast communication, and 
therefore congress did not officially know the fact. 
The first question was, whether the senate was 
competent to declare the act of the last convention 
a valid act. The law required that a convention 
should be called for the express object of express- 
ing assent or dissent to the conditions of reception. 
Now the senate had learned from the president’s 
message that the people of Michigan had assem- 
bled in a convention called by their own legisla- 
ture, and had declared their dissent, and had com- 
municated such dissent to the president. But, af- 
ter this sulemn act by a convention legally called, 
it seemed that there had another convention been 
gotten up without any authority of law, and on the 
acts of this body the present bill was founded. It 
involved questions of the highest magnitude. Mr. 
M. went on to express his opinion that the doings 
of the latter convention could be no guide for the 


legislation of congress, who ought to act just as if 


oe * 
no such body had ever met. He was of opinion 


that the third section of the admission law, which 
required the previous assent of the people of Michi- 





—=—=——- 
n to conditions presented by congress, was an 
lunposition upon that people; but the correct Mode 
would now be to repeal that act, and to receive the 
state at once. The whole law had proceeded oy, 
the hypothesis that there was an unsettled boundg. 
ry line between Michigan and the state south of 
her; but as one of the senators of that State, he 
considered the question of boundary as fully set. 
tled. He was willing to admit Michigan, but no} 
on grounds which were unfounded in fact, He 
gave notice that he should, when the bill came 
for consideration, move to strike out the preamble: 
it was intended as a key to the bill; but it was ea). 
culated rather to mislead than to guide to the true 
principle on which the bill was founded. It was 
ossible that, on further reflection, he might change 
is mind; but such were his present impressions, 
Mr. Grundy said that the comuinittee, whe 
draughting the bill, had also taken under considera. 
tion that view of the subject presented by the sena. 
tor from Ohio; and if, on Monday, the senate should 
concur in that view, no regard would be had in the 
bill to the late convention accepting the terms of 
admission, and thus the object of admission woulj 
be attained. But it was on this ground that Mr. G. 
preferred the preamble, that Michigan could they 
never claim as a state what congress had thus de. 
cided against. And, as there was an inveterate 
controvery between Michigan and Ohio, he thought 
it the better way to bind Michigan, so that under 
no pretext could she set up a claim to a section of 
country belonging to Ohio. If the aypeoray should 
be stricken out, the subject would be more open to 
controversy than if it should be retained. Mr. G, 
believed that, by the preamble, Michigan would be 
estopped from coming forward and claiming any 
thing. It was merely on this ground that he was in 
favor of retaining the preamble. But, to obviate 
objections, he was willing that the bill should be 
postponed, and made the order of the day for Mon. 
day next. 

r. Buchanan said he was aware that the present 
was not the proper occasion to discuss the merits of 
the bill which had been reported; nor did he pur- 
pose to enter on its discussion; but, as other gen- 
tlemen had briefly stated their opinions on the sub- 
ject, he would in like manner state what was his 
own view of the matter. He did not consider the 
subject of the bill as peculiarly grave or difficult, 
save as it was always a grave question whether a 
new state should be received into the union. The 
language of the admission act, which had passed 
last year, was very plain to him, so much s0, in- 
deed, that he had expected the president would 
have issued his proclamation at once, without re- 
ferring the question to congress for decision. Mr. 
B. here quoted the act, and observed that it con- 
tained no provision requiring any legislative action 
on the part of Michigan to authorise a convention 
of the people. It would have been improper that 
it should. He insisted it was perfectly competent 
for the people of that territory to hold a convention 
spontaneously, without any application to the legis- 
lature about the matter; and if they had done ‘0, 
the only question was whether such convention hat 
decided to accept the conditions of admission which 
congress had (very properly in his judgment) re- 
quired. He believed it had: and the case was 
therefore very plain. He understood there bad 
been more votes, by 2,000 on both sides, given 1" 
this latter than in the first convention; and no mat: 
ter how many unsuccessful attempts had previous- 
ly been made, if their consent had at Jast been 
given, there was an end of the matter; they we!’ 
clearly entitled to admission. He should not enter 
on the argument, but merely threw out his opinion, 
which he should be ready, at the proper tine, 
enforce with what little power he might commar«. 

Mr. Ewing concurred with his colleague (Mr. 
Morris) in the opinion that the last convention he 
in Michigan was altogether illegal and unauthor's- 
ed. He saw in it nothing which was entitled to be 
called a convention of the people. He was also 0)’ 
posed to the preamble of the bill, He had not ex- 
amined the billitself, and could not say what might 
be his opinion of it should the preamble be strick- 
en out; but how much soever it might operate 
an estoppel to the new state of Michigan from eve 
hereafter mooting again the vexed question of her 
boundary line, he was not in favor of having thet 
estoppel effected by what he considered a mere fic- 
tion. (Mr. E. quoted the admission act to shov 
the conditions of admissions), Now did any o¢ 
suppose that it was a fulfilment of this condition 
for the people to rise up in their primary asset- 
blies, without legal organization or civil autherity, 
and declare their assent to the conditions of adm!s- 
sion? Was society thus to be reduced to its ele: 
ments, and was it to act without social organ! 
zation? The act of congress had recognised ”, 
such principle; it had recognised the principle © 
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social organization; and to hold the validity of the 
acts of such an assemblage as had come together 
under the name of a convention of the people, 
was, in his judgment, so strange as to amount al- 
most to an absurdity. Interested or not, he thought, 
in all fairness, the estoppel effected by such an 
act of assent ought not to be accepted and held 
binding. It was based upon an act that was 
wholly void. It, was said, indeed, that a majority 


of the people had voted; but where, was the evi- 


dence of any regular social organization in the 
convention? What guaranty did congress possess 
that it had been convened according to the forms of 
the constitution? Who voted? Who notified the 

eople at large of the time and place of meeting?— 
Did the people all consent to such time and such 

lace? It was, at least, not probably they did.— 
The people of this country were in the habit of 
looking to some regular and recognised authority in 
ull their proceedings. A, B, and C, in a particular 
county declaring that they would meet to consider 
this public question, did not lay the basis of a con- 
vention. How had the election of members of the 
convention been conducted? Who had been the 
judges of election? had they been sworn? if so, 
their oath must have been extra-judicial. And who 
had been permitted to vote? It had been said that 
there were two thousand more votes given on either 
side than in the first convention. ‘That that num- 
ber of votes had been counted he did not doubt; but 
where was the evidence that they had been given? 
No warrant, or qualification of voters, had been al- 
luded to. Mr. Ek. had no objection to the admission 
of Michigan, but let it be done regularly, and in a 
proper manner; and Jet nothing like trick be prac- 
tised upon the people of the new state, by an estop- 
pel improperly obtained against their claims. 

Mr. Morris said he was very thankful for infor- 
mation that would show the ground on which the 
parties stood in the discussion. He understood the 
gentleman (Mr. B.) thus: that all which was re- 
quired of the people of Michigan was that they 
should choose a convention, and that such a con- 
vention should assent to the act of admission. The 
gentleman even went further; if one convention had 
failed, the people might choose another, and so go 
on ad infinitum. This doctrine (Mr. M. thought) 
went directly to dissolve the whole elements of so- 
ciety, and to destroy all the obligations of law. It 
amounted to this: that if an act of congress should 
be passed for the punishment of an offence, which 
act required a judicial investigation, the people 
might, notwithstanding, rise in an original assem- 
bly, and themselves inflict the punishment. 

Again, if Michigan had adopted a constitution, it 
was bound to abide by that constitution. But this 
proposed act of congress would give the people of 
Michigan the power to amend and add to that con- 
stitution. Mr. M. thought that doctrines of this 
kind ought not to be tolerated. And if such an ori- 
ginal convention was proper, how was it to be cre- 
ated? Was one county to notify another, or one in- 
dividual another; or how was it to be done? If the 
people of Michigan might act in this irregular way, 
then so might the people of any of the states, and 
all government and law would be thus already dis- 
solved into their original elements, and the whole 
fabric of our institutions would be reduced to a 
shadow. And the fault would not be so much in 
the people of Michican as in this proposed act of 
congress. Mr. M. thought much mischief would 
follow the passage of the bill with such a preamble. 
It would be establishing by congress the doctrine 
that we are not to be governed by law, but by po- 
pular frenzy. When the legislature of Michigan 
passed the law authorising a convention, was there 
any objection made to that law? But why pass the 
law, if the people might rise in an original conven- 
tion? It was such a convention that at least accept- 
ed the terms of admission—a convention which, as 
the president had informed us, was got up without 
law; and the president had therefore not issued his 
proclamation of admission. It seemed to Mr. M. 
that all this was a wide departure from the consti- 
tution and laws of the country; and he should, there- 
fore, at the proper titne, move to strike out the pre- 
amble. 

Mr. Buchanan regretted that, in expressing a mere 





any such inferences from his doctrine. By what 
authority had the first convention been held? Not 
from any power given by the act of congress to the 
legislature of Michigan to pass a law calling a con- 
vention. Why, then, had such an act been passed? 
Clearly from the necessity of the case. Michigan 
had been acting as a sovereign state, and congress 
had been treating with her touching her admission 
into the union. It had been very proper in the le- 
gislature to pass such a law; but the convention as- 
sembled under it had proved ineffectual. Congress 
had acted wisely in not requiring any act of the le- 
gislature to give validity to the convention. The 
sovereign people of the state of Michigan had a 
right to do, in this matter, just what they should 
please todo. And even had the legislature refused 
to pass a law calling a convention, the people would 
still have possessed the right to meet in their pri- 
mary assemblies, and make their wishes known to 
the legislature. He admitted that congress should 
first be satisfied that the convention had acted in a 
regular manner, and had actually concurred in the 
conditions of admission. But, when this was prov- 
ed, it was no longer a matter of favor to receive the 
new state. It washer right tocome in. He should 
not go into the argument at this time; when the bill 
came up he should be happy to meet the two sena- 
tors from Ohio in its discussion. 

Mr. Benton said it was impossible that any ques- 
tion could arise about the admission, on which every 
gentleman had not already made up his mind. The 
subject had already been 4 or 5 years before con- 
gress. Mr. B. insisted that the question was a mere 
question of right, a right which existed four years 
ago, but which had been met at the threshold, and 
fought inch by inch, till, at the last session of con- 
gress, the friends of the admission had determined to 
sit it out. The admission had been resisted in a man- 
ner unknown to the history of the country. And 
now it was to be put off till Monday, when the senate 
had rather occasion to sit at night in these short 
days; and the nights would be necessary for the dis- 
cussion of this question. If all the questions brought 
forward should be discussed, they might begin with 
Adam, who had but one woman to govern, and en- 
ter into the history of original conventions. There 
was no necessity of postponing till Monday. All 
the time would be little enough for thei to get rid 
of what was pent up within them almost to burst- 
ing on this subject. But if postponed, then, when 
Monday should come, Mr. B. would come and sit 
down in his chair, and would camp on this ground 
till Michigan should be admitted. 

The discussion ended by making the bill the or- 
der of the day for Monday next. 





SPEECH OF MR. PEYTON, OF TENN. 
Upon the resolution of Mr. Wise proposing a select 

commiltee of investigalion, and Mr. Pearce’s mo- 

tion to amend the same. December 15. 

Mr. SpeaAkEr: I was, at first, somewhat surpris- 
ed that the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
Pearce) should be found in opposition to this inves- 
tigation. That gentleman was once the zealous 
advocate of rigid scrutiny into all abuses commit- 
ted by public functionaries. In an elaborate speech, 
upon this floor, he once sustained an investigation 
similar to the one now proposed by my friend from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise). I allude to the case of the 
Wiscasset collector. But, sir, the gentleman an- 
nounces the fact that he has changed. He was then 
opposed to general Jackson—violently and bitterly 
opposed to him—and he manifested that opposition 
in every conceivable way, and upon every subject 
that arose. But having now become a Jackson 
man, he has undergone, it seems, a complete politi- 
cal transformation. And what a change! his old 
principles discarded—his mental vision in total and 
disastrous eclipse, he has closed his eyes upon 
fraud, and peculation, and plunder! 

But, sir, has it come to this, that the gentleman 
from Rhode Island is put forward as the champion 
of Andrew Jackson? Has that distinguished citi- 
zen already sunk so low that his fame and reputa- 
tion are committed to the keeping of such hands?— 
Oh, spectacle, mortifying and humiliating, to the 
honest friends and original supporters of Andrew 


Jackson! those who fought with him, and voted for 


general opinion, he had unintentionally gaven rise | him! who advocated his first election upon princi- 
to the present discussion. The senator from Ohio, ‘ple, and who, unlike the gentleman, yet stand up 
who had just taken his seat, had stated the ground | the dauntless advocates of the same principles?— 


he had taken in such strong terms, that Mr. B. sup- | 


posed that if an angel from heaven should attempt | 
to convince him of the contrary he would labor in 
vain. That honorable senator had discovered that 
Mr. B. was a great latitudinarian, and that, if the 
principles he had stated should once be admit- 
ted, every thing would run to confusion. The peo- 





ple, it seemed, would rise, and not only legislate fer 
themselves, but execute justice also! (He presum- | 
ed by Lynch law). But he denied the justice of | 


What must they think, how must they feel, when 
they are informed that the president's reputation as 
a statesman has fallen into the custody of that gen- 
tleman, who, formerly a violent, loathed and detest- 
ed assailant, has thrown himself into the current of 
the president’s popularity, strong enough to bear 
even him along, and is now become his pretended 
fulsome eulogist and defender? 

But, sir, to the gentleman’s objections, or rather 
his pretended objections, to the proposed inquiry. 


He has given a striking specimen of the cunning 
and tact of the sect to which he belongs, by the is- 
sue which he has made up—a false, hypocritical is- 
sue. What is it? Why, forsooth, that it involves 
the president’s veracity! that it will be, does the 
president speak the truth when he says that all the 
officers are “honest”? as well as capable! and that 
he, good tender-hearted man, cannot endure to hear 
any thing which infringes, in the slightest degree, 
upon the veracity of that high functionary. Under 
this false and fraudulent issue the gentleman takes 
shelter, and expects to escape all inquiry, all inves- 
tigation. Is argument required to expose a posi- 
tion so monstrous? Will not every high-minded 
man in the nation look upon it with scorn and in- 
dignation? Sir, I deny and denounce this as that 
false issue which has so long been the shield of the 
party, and behind which they always skulk at the 
slightest approach of danger. The president says 
that they are honest, and the gentleman says you 
are not to prove them to be rogues, because that 
would be to make out the president a liar. Whata 
position! 

Did the president write the paragraph in his mes- 
sage, laudatory of these officers, which the gentle- 
man himself admits is unusual in such a document, 
and which, I am sure, has no precedent or parallel? 
No, sir, not one word of it, aud he does not know, 
at this moment, that it is there. What is it, sir, 
which these gentlemen, so able and so honest, have 
introduced into the message, and now claim that it 
is evidence of so high and sacred a nature that it 
cannot be examined or impeached? Here it is: 

‘Before concluding this paper, I think it due to 
the various executive departments to bear testimo- 
ny to their prosperous condition, and to the ability 
and integrity with which they have been conducted. 
It has been my aim to enforce in all of them a vigi- 
lant and faithful discharge of the public business; 
and it is gratifying to me to believe that there is no 
just cause of complaint, from any quarter, at the 
manner in which they have fulfilled the objects of 
their creation.” 

Did Andrew Jackson write this sweeping certifie 





cate of moral character for these gentlemen? No, 
sir,no. I plead non est factum. It is not his deed. 
They have fraudulently smuggled it into his mes- 
sage, to evade scrutiny into their conduct. In- 
stead of stifling inquiry, it is of itself a cause of 
suspicion. I say, sir, that the president did not 
write it; in support of which avernment, I have 
evidence satisfactory, at least, to my own mind, 
and such as should be made known to this house, 
to the country at large, and to posterity. It should 
thus be made known, in order to shield the name 
and fame of the president from that imputation 
which, in all time to come, would attach to them, 
in consequence of this flagrant abuse of the confi- 
dence reposed by him in others. The committee 
on the part of the senate, which, according to 
usage, was appointed to wait upon the president at 
the commencement of the session, and inforin him 
of the readiness of congress to receive the ver 
message in question, found himn extended on a sick 
couch, scarcely able to raise his hand. On the eve 
of their departure, he urged the senator from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Grundy) to come back soon, and talk 
with him; that he was Jonesome, wanted company, 
and wished to have bis friends about him. The se- 
nator (alas, that it should be necessary for him 
to invoke the attendance of friends, and of such 
friends!) did return, and remained with the presi- 
dent more than an hour, during which time he 
never alluded to the subject of politics. He spoke 
of dying, of the Hermitage, of his hope that he 
might be spared till he could reach it in the spring, 
His thoughts were with his heart, ‘‘and that was far 
away.” dwelling upon other and doubtless holier 
meditations than writing eulogies upon public func- 
tionaries, whose conduct he was in no situation to 
examine, and who, if they were honest, needed not 
his testimony to the fact. 

But the gentleman from Rhode Island has another 
objection to the mode of proceeding proposed by 
my friend from Virginia. He says that it is unne- 
cessary, because, by the standing rules of the honse, 
the investigation into all such matters is enjoined, 
as a duty, upon the committee of ways and means. 
The rule alluded to by the gentleman reads as fol- 
lows: “It shall be the duty of the committee of 
ways and means to take into consideration all such 
reports of the treasury department, and all sueh 
propositions relative to the revenue, as may be re- 
ferred to them by the house, &c. &c. to examine 
into the state of the several public departmenis, and 
particularly into the laws making appropriations of 
moneys, and to report whether the moneys have 
been disbursed conformably with such laws, and 
also to report, from time to time, such provisions 





and arrangements as may be necessary to add to the 
economy of the departments, and the accountability 
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of their officers.” And yet the gentleman, in a 
subsequent part of his argument, contended that 
the exercise, by the house, of such a power as is 
hereby enjoined upon one of its standing commit- 
tees, would be a disfranchisement of the heads of 
departments! An ex parte trial and conviction ac- 
cording to the rules of the common law! The rule 
referred to by the gentleman shows the sense en- 
tertained by the house in relation to the necessity 
of such investigations as the one proposed into the 
state and condition of the several departments, 
with a view to the — accountability of public of- 
ficers, and the legal disbursement of the public mo- 
neys. 

ut, sir, is the committee of ways and means the 
appropriate committee to make such examinations? 
Look at the past. How long have complaints of 
malversation in office been ringing in the ears of 
gentlemen? Look at the formation of that commit- 
tee. Its chairman (Mr. Cambreleng) labors under 
a political, if not a legal, disability to institute and 
conduct them with efficiency. Dare he move in 
such a cause? No, sir; he would seal his fate for- 
ever. But, if that committee were forced by the 
house into the investigation, with what hope of 
success could we rely upon it? The head of each 
department would hand over to the chairman of that 
committee such a statement as he might choose to 
send here. 

Why, sir, it would be like the trial of R. M. 
Whitney. Reuben has been tried, and, as you will 
be glad to hear, acquitted, since the last session.— 
But how tried? Not by a committee of this house? 
No, sir, he was tried on the other side of the Alle- 
ghanies, while the witnesses and the prosecutor 
were a thousand miles off. He was tried at Jones- 
borough, Tennessee, before the president of the 
United States; the prosecutor not my friend from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise), but one John Kennedy, who 
prosecuted Reuben so handsomely, that he has 
since been rewarded by an appointment. Reuben 
was arraigned before the president in a large crowd, 
the charges against him so drawn up that they 
could all be answered in his favor without touching 
the true issues which involve his guilt or inno- 
cence. They, in effect, asked the president—is 
Reuben a saint, or is he a sinner? ‘He is a perse- 
cuted patriot, sir; persecuted on account of his op- 
position te the United States bank.” ‘There!’ 
said they, ‘‘do you hear that?” and the shout, hurra 
for Reuben, was loud and long. But, sir, the gen- 
tleman chose to wander from the subjeci before the 
house, and carry this political war into Tennessee. 
This is contrary to the policy of his state during 
the late war with Great Britain. She then had a 
higher regard for state lines and state sovereignty: 
her patriotisin was only commensurate with her 
sinali limits. 

He represents the president as going to the Her- 
mitage on private business, and seems to justify all 
which his party attempted to achieve by the presi- 
dent’s visit to Tennessee. <A private visit to the 
Hermitage! They scarcely gave him time to 
shake hands with the old family servants at the 
Hermitage. He was hurried from place to place, 
dragged along through dust and heat to public 
meetings, at towns and villages, and cross roads, 
and country stores; carried through Tennessee and 
Alabama; brought back, and taken through Ken- 
tucky, by the way of Cincinnati, to Washington. 
The friends of Mr. Van Buren resorted to every 
art to excite and induce him to take an active part 
in the election; and they now talk of a private 
visit to the Hermitage! Sir, I was told this morn- 
ing, as I entered the capitol, that some one of the 
members from Tennessee denied certain facts which 
every one there knows to be true. I hope, sir, that 
no such denial has been made. But, if it has, I 
stand ready to meet the gentleman, and maintain 
the truth of those facts any where. The president 
assailed me for the course which he said I had pur- 
sued in relation to the bill which contained the ap- 
rhe ay to carry into effect the Cherokee treaty, 

efore he left the city, which complaint he fre- 
quently repeated on his way to the Hermitage. At 
Knoxville, a gentleman produced the Globe news- 

aper, which showed that I had voted and spoken 
in support of that measure. But it had no effect, 
for he continued to speak of it as he had done be- 
fore. At Sparta, he denounced my friend from 
Virginia (Mr. Wise) as alicr. At the house of 
Mrs. Sanders, in Sumner county, Tennessee, he 
stated that my colleague (Mr, Bell) “told twenty 
lies in one speech, and knew them to be lies at the 
time;” and that Peyton was a greater liar than 
Bell. In passing through the distriet of my col- 
league (Mr, Forester), his very able speech at the 
last session of congress having been mentioned, the 
president stated that any man could get as good a 
speech as that written at Washington for five dol- 
jars.’ When asked how Mr. Huntsman was, in 





relation to political parties, «“He’s on the fence,” 
said the general, “and no one knows which side he 
will fall.” The constituents of another one of my 
colleagues inquired, ‘Well, general, what do you 
think of our representative, Mr. Shields?” “Oh!” 
said he, “she’s of no account, sir, no account; turn 
him out, and send some one in his place who is of 
some account.” I have repeated these things, sir, 
not on account of any pleasure they afford me, but 
because those very gentlemen who were the cause 
of these exhibitions are now denying them. Let 
any man deny this statement who dare. 

But the gentleman from Rhode Island calls upon 
us to take ‘the bull by the horns,” «‘to move an 
impeachment against the president at once”—says 
that “the is accountable for the acts of his ministers, 
and any attack upon them is in effect an impeach- 
ment of him.” ‘This is strange doctrine to me, sir. 
We wish to rope these calves, and drag thein bleat- 
ing as they go from the treasury, for they have 
been sucking too long already; and the gentleman 
says no, “take the bull by the horns.” Move an 
impeachment against the president, indeed! He 
accountable, criminally accountable for the want of 
integrity on the part of his ministers! Was there 
ever any thing more impudent than this? Because 
general Jackson is a patriot, does it follow that 
Reuben M. Whitney is any thing but what the 
world knows him to be? Because general Jackson 
is an honest man, does it follow that Amos Kendall, 
and all the other “hirelings,” as he calls them, are 
honest too? This, sir, is the doctrine of the party 
—the doctrine of men into whose hands the govern- 
ment of the country has fallen. But, sir, the gen- 
tleman, in thus shuffling himself under the protect- 
ing mantle of the president, but displays the usual 
tact of the party to which he belongs. They are 
all ent if the president be a patriot. They are 
all honest men, if the president be an honest man. 
Sir, let me put a case in common life to illustrate 
this doctrine; one which every farmer will under- 
stand. Take any man of seventy years of age, put 
him on a farm with sixty hands to control, give 
him a full crop, corn, tobacco and small grain; can 
he manage them so that no part of the crop will 
suffer? Suppose his foremen are faithless and 
roguish, that they are detected marauding the coun- 
try of nights, taken with their pigs and turkeys, 
their chickens and potatoes, upon them, could they 
plead the virtues of their master as a justification 
of their crimes? Could you not Lynch them with- 
out meaning to inflict blows upon the good old 
man whose confidence they had abused? ‘There is 


no man amongst them who can stand one moment | 


upon his own merits. No, sir, they have crowded 
and huddled together under the mautle of general 
Jackson, until that is not broad enough to cover 
them; they have worn it threadbare, stretched and 
torn it into tatters. You may occasionally geta 
glimpse of Van’s bald pate popped out here, Amos’s 
sharp face there, Felix’s red eyes yonder, Blair’s 
shank at one place, and Reuben’s pockets filled 
with treasury receipts at another; and now, sir, we 
have the gentleman from Rhode Island squealing 
around like an odd pig, for whom there is no teat, 
hunting a place to crawl inat. Now, sir, what I 
wish is, to strip the Jackson mantle off these gen- 
tlemen, and let them stand up for themselves.— 
Every one knows that no gentleman upon this floor 
has any motive, any wish to make an issue with 


general Jackson; that he cannot be the object of 


this resolution. His course is run, his day is past, 
his power is in other hands, and we wish to hold 
those gentlemen accountable for the manner in 
which they exercise it. There has been no inves- 
tigation into the departments, which we propose to 
examine, for the last eight years. We wish to see 
a settlement of their accounts at the bar of the pub- 
lic, and the balance fairly struck between them and 


the people. They may be honest, very honest; if 


so, itis due to themselves that they show it. It 
may be otherwise, and, in that event, it is due to 
the country that we should have a committee of the 
house to show that. How is it proposed that they 
shall come to trial? Upon the certificate contained 
in the message, and upon that alone. The gentle- 
man himself admits that these sweeping certificates 
are unusual. I detest the whole system of certify- 
ing which pervades every department of the go- 
vernment, and can be traced from Reuben M. 
Whitney up, (I believe you eannot go from Reu- 
ben down). Yes, sir, a coward, who shrinks and 
runs from an adversary whom he has injured, will 
get a certificgte of his courage to use upon the 
stump; a traitor will get a certificate of his patriot- 
ism; a rogue of his honesty; and a perjured witness 
of his veracity; and if you attempt to fix upon 
either of these his true character, he will ensconce 
himself behind his certificate. We ask permission 
to go into the various departments, and see what 
their true condition is. 








—$<——. 
But, says the gentleman, that is equivalant to a, 
impeachment of the president, for here is his state. 
ment that all is well; ‘that there is no just cause of 
complaint from any quarter;” and the argument js 
that if you find just cause of complaint, it wij] 
show that what the president has said is not trye 
and, therefore, if you do not mean to attack the 
pee there must be no examination whatever. 
e hold these officers, whose conduct we propose 
to examine, to be trustees, and we have reason’ 
to believe that they have abused their trust, ang 
abused the confidence of the president, and demand 
that they shall give an account of their own cop. 
duct to the representatives of the people, and are 
met at once, and told that you are putting the 
president upon his trial; it is an impeachment 
against him; make out your specifications and sum. 
mons him to the bar of the senate. All we ask, sir, is, 
that the representatives of the American people 
shall send a committee and examine the archives, 
records and papers of their own government, in any 
and all of its departments, and make their report 
of the facts to this house. We propose no criminal 
prosecution against any one, but an investigation 
into the condition of the departments, and the ho. 
nesty and fidelity of the public agents, and this the 
gentleman calls disfranchisement under the com- 
mon law. He was eloquent and extravagant in his 
eulogiums upon the heads of these departments; he 
spouted their praises in poetry, and I suppose he 
means they shall live in song and story. He says 
the secretary of the treasury has not slept upon his 
arms. No, sir, he has not slept, and the party 
should feel under the highest obligations to him, for 
he has so contrived as to make the treasury and the 
public lands a powerful auxiliary to Mr. Van Buren 
in the late election. By the celebrated treasury 
order, which he issued, requiring specie in pay- 
ment for the public lands, with an exception in 
favor of the citizens of the states in which those 
lands are situated, he in effect offered a bribe of 
one hundred dollars a head for votes in the states 
of Mississippi, Arkansas, Missouri and Michigan, 
which was then looked upon asa state. For, sir, 
at the sale of public lands in Mississippi last fall, 
specie was worth at one time twenty per cent. and, 
while the citizens of Tennessee, then considered in 
rebellion against Mr. Van Buren, were required to 
pay this enormous tax, the citizens of Mississippi, 
a doubtful state in the election, were exempt from 
it. At government price, three hundred and twenty 
acres of land would cost the Mississippian four 
hundred dollars, while the Tennesseean, for the 
same quantity, was compelled to pay the sum of 
five hundred dollars, from the necessity he was 
placed under by this order of raising specie. And, 
sir, this was not confined to the poor and needy, 
but extended to the nabob with his hundreds of 
hands, and thousands of bales, while the specie 
was extracted from the most indigent and merito- 
rious Tennesseean. This, sir, is what I call higb- 
handed oppression on the one side, and wholesale 
bribery and corruption on the other. Philip of Ma- 
cedon never made a more unblushing use of money 
to corrupt and enslave the people of Greece. This 
secretary must be entitled to the praise, and some- 
thing more substantial still, to a portion of the 
spoils of the party. The gentleman alluded, also, 
to the visit of the secretary of state, (Mr. Forsyth), 
to Georgia, which he calls unfortunate; true, his 
visit was unfortunate; and of the visit of the secre- 
tary of the navy, (Mr. Dickerson), to New Jersey, 
which was also unfortunate. He seems unwilling 
to give them any credit for well meant exertions, 
and “wishes to God they had staid at home.” This 
appears rather ungrateful, as {hey used their best 
exertions in the cause. It is true the gentleman at- 
tempts to conceal the fact, but it is notorious that the 
secretary of state went to Georgia, and used every 
effort to rally his shattered forces—that he was 
openly electioneering for Mr. Van Buren. Amos, 
too, if I was correctly informed, made an excursion 
for a like purpose, into New England. I am sure 
that I saw it stated that he had his face lithographed 
and copies sent through the country, so that those 
who could not see “the divine original, might at 
least gaze on love’s counterfeit.” 


But, sir, the gentleman assumes another ground In 
defence of these “ministers” as he calls them. He 
says the appointment of this committee would 
amount to adisfranchisement of those officers whose 
conduct it is proposed to scrutinize, by denying '0 
them a trial according to the strict rule of the criml- 
nallaw. This principle holds only where a man }s 
on trial for crime. All laws are to be liberally ex- 
pounded, so as to detect fraud, but strictly constru- 
ed when you come to punish a criminal, The gen- 
tleman goes too fast; he leaps to the conclusion, 
leaving us at the beginning of this matter; while 


we are commencing the development of fraud and 
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corruption, which the law abhors, he anticipates 
the awful result which may be brought about, and 
is appealing to your sympathy on behalf of the 
culprit. Now, if he will be patient, we will go 
ou with him, and in due season we will lean 
to the side of mercy, and acquit wherever there 
js reasonable doubt. This is strange doctrine to 
come from that side of the house. These officers 
are the trustees of the people, and acccountable 
to the people. They have been long in office, 
and are about entering upon a new lease; and 
now, when called upon to make an exhibition of 
their fidelity and ability, their friends upon ‘this 
floor raise the cry of disfranchisement and sum- 
mary punishment. I deny and utterly repudiate 
this doctrine. Sir, in private life, no one denies the 
right of a principal to look into the conduct of his 
agent. hat would that principal think of an 
agent who would shut his books and say, I claim 
protection under the criminal code; you cannot ex- 
amine these books, lest it may lead to a prosecu- 
tion against me? What honest man would not say 
at once he was guilty? What judge would sustain 
the objection for an instant? Take the case of a 
uardian: a motion is made in court, a committee 
is appointed, and he is brought forthwith to a set- 
tlement; could he object on the ground that the ex- 
amination of his accounts might develope crime, 
and lead to punishment? And, sir, have not the 
American people the same power over these keepers 
of their treasure, and guardians of their constitu- 
tion, laws and liberties, which a court of justice 
can exercise over the guardian of an estate, and the 
children who own it? Sir, because investigation may 
Jead to such a discovery, it does not preclude in- 
vestigation altogether. The gentieman’s fancy seems 
to be haunted by the idea of criminal prosecutions 
and penitentiary punishments. Well, sir, his fan- 
cies may be realized; he may know something cal- 
culated to excite his alarm: it may lead to that, and 
I would not be surprised if, in some instances, it 
did; but we move no impeachment, no indictment, 
no presentment at this time. We merely ask that 
this house, as the great inquest of the nation, shall 
inquire into the state of the departments, and upona 
report of facts, by a committee, it will then be able 
to determine what steps are proper to be taken. If 
crime is developed in any quarter, then it will be the 
4 time to bring offenders to trial, and they shall 
ave all the benefits of the strict rules of common 
law, and criminal law, and the benefit of clergy like- 
wise. Sir, there is something ‘rotten in Denmark,” 
or we would not have this resolute and continued 
opposition to all investigation which is calculated to 
show mismanagement on the part of agents and of- 
ficersof government At the adjournment at the last 
session of congress there were pending motions and 
resolutions, calculated to effect objects similar to 
those contemplated by this resolution, and they 
were ail smothered by the party to which the gen- 
tleman belongs, and, I believe, with his assistance. 
The gentleman dreads a select committee, while he 
is willing to go to trial upon the certificate of the 
president, and seems to have full confidence in the 
result if the matter be entrusted to the committee 
of ways and means. Yet, sir, he is alarmed at the 
idea of a select committee, and says it will bea 
“fault-finding, censorious committee.” Have the 
gentleman and his friends any thing to dread in the 
appointment of this committee? Is the speaker 
subject to the suspicion of doing injustice to any 
of the party in the appointment of committees? Sir, 
is it not a matter of absolute certainty that a ma- 
jority of this committee, if appointed, will be com- 
posed of the friends of these officers? Cannot those 
gentlenien meet their own friends without fear and 
trembling? Is there not virtue and talent in this 
house sufficient to guarantee protection to the in- 
hocent, as well as to ensure the detection and ex- 
posure of the guilty? Are gentlemen willing that 
it shall be understood, and go abroad to the coun- 
try, that they cannot face such a committee, com- 
posed of gentlemen of the highest honor and pu- 
rest geo even though they are their own 
friends? And these, too, are the men in whose 
hands the government of the country is placed, and 
Who claim to be above suspicion, beyond the power 
of this house, fortified upon all sides by the ram- 
parts of the president’s certificate. 
There is one other position assumed by the gen- 
leman from Rhode Island, which is quite original, 
and merits particular attention; it is this, sir, that 
the direction given atthe last session to the bill com- 
monly called the executive patronage bill is con- 
clusive as to the views of this house upon the sub- 
ject of executive patronage. And he seems to draw 
an inference that the house then gave its sanction 





to all that bad been or would be done in the way of 


executive patronage, in all its departments. What 
are the facts in relation to that case? A oreo 
from York (Mr. Mann) on the 25th of February, 





1836, moved “that said bill be referred to the com- {to the proposed investigation. I had hoped that 


mittee on the judiciary.” My colleague (Mr. Beil), 
moved ‘‘it should be referred to a select committee,” 
and, pending these motions, a gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Dromgoole) moved ‘that the executive 
patronage bill be committed to the committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union,”? which mo- 
tion took precedence of the others and prevailed, 
and there the bill has slept ever since. The ques- 
tion of executive patronage was not taken up for 
consideration afterwards; and now the gentleman 
contends that the house having failed to act upon 
the subject, it was therefore against the bill, and in 
favor of executive patronage, to the fullest extent. 
Sir, during the last summer, in Tennessee, I en- 
deavored to inculcate this doctrine so far as to hold 
a majority of this house accountable for its failing 
to act upon this as well as some other important 
questions, but this doctrine was controverted by you 
and your friends. How would it hold upon ano- 
ther great question—the question of amending the 
constitution of the United States so as to secure the 
election of president and vice president to the peo- 
ple at all events, and under all circumstances? For 
the last two sessions of congress this has beena 
leading question, and afforded a fair opportunity for 
the party to show their zeal in carrying out the 
measures of general Jackson. I, and the friends 
with whom I act, have ever been in favor of that 
measure. At the session before the last, soon after 
it was known that judge White was a candidate for 
the presidency, and while we were urging the house 
to take up the resolutions upon that subject, the 
present speaker (Mr. James K. Polk) made aspeech, 
in which, after professing a willingness to go for 
the measure, objected to acting upon the subject 
then, alleging a want of time, and also some imper- 
fection in the resolutions. I followed in a few re- 
marks, in which I urged the importance of a speedy 
action on the subject, and reminded the speaker of 
his former course in relation to the matter, and, 
though he spoke against us, he voted with us to take 
up the resolutions. His friends, however, took their 
cue, and followed his precept instead of his exam- 
ple, and the resolutions were postponed. At the 
last session of congress the same subject came up, 
with no better fate than before. It was with great 
difficulty we could get a report from the committee 
at all. They all professed to be in favor of the 
amendment. Oh! yes; but they seemed to agree to 
differ as to the mode of effecting it; and, at last, 
when the report came in, it took the same direction 
with the executive patronage bill, or something like 
it. We could not bring the gentlemen to a vote on 
either. And is it to be understood, now the elec- 
tion is over, (I know that it would not have been 
admitted before), that all those who voted to give 
those important measures the go-by are to be set 
down as voting against them? If so, how do the 
party stand upon the great leading measures of gen. 
Jackson’s administration? If we call upon gentle- 
men to walk in the footsteps of the president upon 
that oft repeated, but never heeded recommenda- 
tion in regard to the election of president and vice 
president, are we to be told that the house has al- 
ready decided that question against the president’s 
recommendations, by refusing to vote on the ques- 
tion? Are we to be told, if we propose to limit ex- 
ecutive patronage, that the house has already de- 
cided that question in the same manner, and has 
sanctioned the full extent to which executive mea- 
sures have been recently carried? And, sir, what 
is that extent? It is sufficient, if not checked, and 
rrows into a settled precedent, to rivet chains upon 
us and our children forever. Such a precedent will 
authorise a president to make the nomination of his 
successor a cabinet measure, issuing his proclama- 
tion calling a convention to confirm that nomina- 
tion, and denounce, in advance, all who dare op- 
pose the nominees before or after the convention 
acts, as “‘assailing public virtue, and opposing the 
right of the people to govern.” For, sir, this has 
been done in the late nomination of the “govern- 
ment” candidates, as they are called in the English 
journals. Was that ticket so remarkable for its pu- 
rity and virtue that, to oppose it, was to assail the 
virtue of the people? Mr. Van Buren had promised 
to walk in the footsteps of general Jackson, and is, 
consequently bound in due time to nominate his 
colleague (colonel Johnson) for the presidency, or- 
der a convention to ratify his nomination, take the 
field, and secure his election by the use of all the 
ways and means in the power of the executive.— 
This, sir, is the extent to which executive patron- 
age has already gone, and which the gentleman 
contends has beforehand been sanctioned by this 
house. This, sir, is what Ideny. Whatever this 
house may be destined to do, it has not come to that 
et. 
: Sir, I was not prepared for such doctrines, and I 
must say that I was not prepared for the opposition 


entlemen would have become ushamed of screen- 
ing these officers, who, instead of running to gen. 
Jackson for certificates of moral character, should 
be the first to demand an investigation. Bunt, sir, 
will the people of the United States be satisfied 
forever that they shall shrink from responsibility, 
hold up gen. Jackson’s character as their shield, and 
thereby escape a scrutiny of their conduct? If they 
have acted honorably, we wish them to show it; if 
those suspicions, so common, so universal, are 
groundless, we wish the country to know it. Inno- 
cence never seeks for safety in flight, in conceal- 
ment, but rather courts investigation, and defies 
scrutiny. How can gentlemen reconcile innocence 
with this trembling and shrinking—this shielding 
themselves under the numerical strength of their 
friends in this house? This was their course at the 
last session of congress. Remember, sir, what fa- 
tality attended every effort to obtain a committee of 
investigation then. Recollect the extraordinary 
and obstinate protection extended to that darling 
treasury-pet, R. M. Whitney. Let it also be re- 
membered that the committee on Indian afiairs una 
nimously recommended an inquiry into the abuses 
of that bureau, which would have developed the 
causes of the late and present Indian wars in the 
south. That committee reported a resolution au- 
thorising any two of its members to prosecute the 
inquiry by taking testimony for the information of 
the house at this session. But, sir, this resolution 
reported by a committee, a majority of whom were 
in favor of Mr. Van Buren, was rejected in the 
House. The citizens of Georgia and Alabama pe- 
titioned and implored the house to investigate that 
subject, alleging the most unheard of frauds and 
abuses. Upon this application the vote stood: ayes 
77, noes 77, a ite, and the speaker gave the casting 
vote against the investigation. Sir, men high in fa- 
vor, and high in office were suspected. The agent 
of the government, John B. Hogan, gave the de- 
partment official information of the greatest outra- 














ges practised upon the Indians which were ever per- 
petrated upon any people, savage or civilized. He 
was very soon removed, or rather promoted, from 
Indian agent to be collector at the port of Mobile. 
And yet, sir, we have no account of prosecutions, 
convictions and punishments which have followed 
his disclosures. Why, sir, those speculators, or ra- 
ther Indian robbers, would find an old chief upon 
his patrimonial estate, where the chiefs and kings 
of his race had lived for centuries before him, with 
his slaves and his farm around him, smoking his 
pipe amidst his own forest trees, spurning any ofler 
to purchase his home; and they would bribe some 
vagabond Indian to personate him in a trade to sell 
his land, forging his name, and the first intimation 
that he would have of the transaction would be his 
expulsion by force from his house! This was com- 
mon, and not only so, but, under the pretext of re- 
claiming fugitive slaves, the wives and children (of 
mixed blood) of the Indians were seized and carried 
off in bondage. The famous Oceola himself had his 
wife taken from him, and that, too, it has been said, 
by a government officer, and was chained by this 
same officer to alog. Sir, what else could be ex- 
pected but that these scourged, plundered, starving 
savages would glut their vengeance by the indis- 
criminate slaughter of the innocent and helpless 
families of the frontier, whose blood has cried to us 
in vain? This has caused the Florida war, which 
has produced such a waste of treasure, the loss of so 
rom national and individual honor, and of so many 
valuable lives! This has called the gallant volun- 
teers from my own state, and from my own district, 
who have traversed a thousand miles to fight the 
battle of strangers—to contend with a savage foe, 
while drinking those stagnant waters, whose malaria 
is death, many of whom are left in the wild woods 
of Florida, where “the foe and the stranger will 
tread o’er their heads,’’ while their fellow soldiers 
are far away, happy at home with their friends and 
families. One—ah! sir, any one of those noble 
youths who now sleep under a foreign sod, was 
worth more than the whole army of plunderers who 
have caused the mischief. And yet, sir, such men 
as these were shielded at the last session of congress 
by the casting vote of the speaker. And now, ac- 
cording to the argument of the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, the house has sanctioned all they did. 
I think, sir, it is time for this course of things to 
cease. It istime for the people to know something 
of the conduct of those in whose hands the public 
business is entrusted, and who really administer the 
government. They have been behind gen. Jack- 
son long enough. I was present when Mr. Van 
Buren took his position there. It was a striking 
display of that paternal care which the president has 
extended over Mr. Van Buren. In the spring of 
1834, the president, Mr. Van Buren, and a few 





other gentlemen, I amongst the number, rode out to 
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the Washington course to witness a trial of speed, 
(an amusement of which I am very fond, and for 
which the president had not altogether lost his 
taste at thatday.) It was a trial run between the 
celebrated Busiris and Emily. The horses were 
brought on the course, all was calm and quiet until 
the rider of Busiris mounted, when the old courser 
began to rear and plunge; this seemed to stir the 
mettle of Old Hickory; he reared upon his stirrups 
and took command; ‘hold him,” (said he to the 
boy), ‘dont let him run against the fence.” “You 
must break him of that, sir,” (to the trainer), «I 
could do it in an hour.” Turning to me, he said, 
“take your stand there,” (pointing to a position on 
the side of the course), “there is but one place 
from which a horse can be correctly timed.” I took 
my station with lever in hand. Now,” said he, 
“come up, and give them a fair start.” At this mo- 
ment he discovered the vice president, who had 
come up and taken his position near me; he exclaim- 
ed with great emphasis and earnestness of manner, 
as he flashed his eye from the excited animals to the 
vice president, ‘‘Mr. Van Buren, get behind me, they 
will run over you, sir.” It would have done you 
good to see how natural and easy it was for Van to 
slope off behind the old chief. And, sir, there he has 
been ever since. Old Hickory would not get out of 
the way for us to run over him: if he had given us a 
fair chance, on any stretch or turn during the whole 
race, we would have run over him or made him 
fly the track. But, sir, we have got him on the re- 
peat; the general will be out of the way; he is no 
game horse, and we will make a case of him on the 
repeat. I donot complain so much that the presi- 
dent has fallen in love with Mr. Van Buren, but I 
claim the privilege of falling in love with whom I 
please; and this, sir, is the last privilege which will 
ever be surrendered by man, or woman either. But, 
sir, Mr. Van Buren isin love with the president, too; 
and he accidentally found it out. The manner of 
this discovery is somewhat curious. I do not know 
this to be true, but it was much talked of and uni- 
versally believed in this city. Mr. Van Buren was 
in conversation with a lady, an intimate friend of 
the president, amiable, interesting and remarkable 
for communicating to him whatever she thoucht 
would be agreeable for him to hear. Mr. Van Bu- 
ren sald to this lady “that he had been reading much, 
and thinking deeply of late, upon the characters of 
a men, and had come to the conclusion that gen. 

ackson was the greatest man that had ever lived in 
the tide of time; that he was the only man among 
them all who was without a fault.” The fair friend 
of the presicent was delighted. “But,” said he, 
‘whatever you do, don’t tell gen. Jackson what [ 
have said. ‘I would not have him to know it for the 
world.”’ You see, sir, that he was afraid she might 
forget it, and therefore thought it safest to jog her 
memory. But sir, he might have saved himself that 
trouble, for the excellent lady flew to the president, 
and told him all that had passed. ‘Ah! madam,” 
said he, with tears in his eyes, ‘that man loves me; 
he tries to conceal it, but there is always some way 
fixed by which I can tell my friends from my ene- 
mies.”’ Now, sir, Van was like the Frenchman, 
(though I want it distinctly understood that J dif- 
fer with him about this, as well as about man 
other things.) A Frenchman began to write his 
deed thus: “‘Know one woman by these presents.” 
‘‘Why,” said the other party, “do you not put it 
know all men by these presents?” ‘Vell,” said he, 
“is it not de same ting? If vone woman know it, 
will not all de mens find it out?” 

Inreply to general Ripley, of Louisiana, Mr. Pey- 
ton said: Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana has charged me with assailing the president’s 
measures, and to that cause he ascribes the excited 
state of feeling under which he spoke while in Ten- 
nessee. My opposition to the measures of the presi- 
dent! I defy that gentleman to point to one of the 
great measures of general Jackson’s administration 
which I had not supported, unless he claims the 
election of Mr. Van Buren as one of those measures. 
If so, I did oppose that measure, and will ever be 
found in opposition to such an executive measure. 
But, sir, has any man the boldiness, the hardihood, 
whatever may have been his motives of action, to 
avow such a doctrine upon this floor? The gentle- 
man speaks of Tennessee in connexion with “the 
ingratitude of republics,” and expresses a ‘‘ hope 
that the people of that state will yet learn to appre- 
ciate the character and services of gen. Jackson.” 
This charge against Tennessee, of ingratitude to the 
president, is not original with the gentleman, (gen. 
Ripley). It has been adopted by him from the low- 
est source—it issued from the dark caverns of the 
Globe. What, sir! the people of Tennessee learn to 
appreciate the character and services of Andrew 
Jackson! Look at his history—when he first cross- 
ed the Alleghanies, a beardless stranger, with his 
knapsack upon his back, his rifle on his shoulder; 





no power, no patronage then, sir, with nothing to 
recommend him to our pioneer fathers but a conge- 
nial spirit. How did they receive him? With open 
arms they took him to their bosoms. They confer- 
red upon him all the honors, all the offices known 
to their laws and constitution. And, sir, their sons 
have stood by him in every crisis, in every peril of 
his subsequent life. Look back, sir, upon the high- 
way of his fame, and you will find the bones ofa 
Tennesseean mouldering upon every field of his 
Rory. And the gentleman hopes that Tennessce will 
earn to appreciate his character! It is true, sir, that 
in the late presidential election Tennessee early 
took her stand. She planted herself upon those 
principles for which she had battled by the side of 
gen. Jackson; and there she proudly stands yet, firm, 
fixed and immoveable. She was not to be driven 
from the ballot-box. She could not, she dare not 
yield her principles, and surrender up her liberty, 
at the command ofany man. But, sir, I wish to 
set the gentleman right upon another point. He 
contends that the house, in adopting this resolution, 
will do gen. Jackson injustice; that we who advo- 
cate it have already done him great injustice. Isit 
in this manner that every inquiry, every investiga- 
tion is to be strangled in its infancy, under the pre- 
text of inflicting injury upon gen. Jackson? Why, 
sir, we have to legislate upon this subject under the 
terrors of “expunge.” Yes, sir, the gentleman has 
announced to the house that if this resolution is pass- 
ed it will be expunged. ‘The Lord save me from an 
expunging house as well as an expunging senate. 
I have witnessed, with loathing and disgust, the ope- 
ration of that process in the senate. I have seen 
the great expunger (col. Benton), in the grim majesty 
of his expunging power, lashing, with the whip of 
scorpions, abler and honester men than himself to the 
work, flogging them on to make war upon the consti- 
tution of their country and the journals of the senate: 
and [ have shuddered when I saw it. But Isaw, 
sir, last winter, a disposition manifested by the party, 
I am sure I did by some of its leaders, to encourage 
him in his mad scheme of waisting the surplus reve- 
nue, that he might batter out his brains against the 
walls of his own fortification system, and thereby 
save them the trouble of knocking him on the head. 
Sir, he will never rise under the weight of that stone 
and mortar, from the mud and quicksands into which 
they have plunged him. Sir, I hope never to see this 
house scourged by so rude and barbarous a despot- 
ism. I hope that heaven has for us in store a bet- 
ter fate. “Expunge,” sir! expunge what? We pro- 
pose to look into the conduct of your “hirelings”— 
to examine the dark deeds of your Whitneys and 
your Kendalls, and have “expunge” flung in our fa- 
ces. But are we, the representatives of the Ameri- 
can people, to falter in our duty, and cower under 
the iron sceptre of some expunging hero who is to 
rise up amongst us? And, sir, if we but touch one 
little twig of this great Jackson tree, which over- 
shadows the land, and stretches its branches through- 
out the continent, we are charged with an assault 
upon its trunk, and expunge is instantly proclaimed. 
No, sir, we wish to brush off these sap suckers, who 
have been drawing from that body its vitality. We 
have to approach them as boys kill wovodcocks, by 
whipping round old Hickory, and I have always 
advised the mildest measures, the use of limber 
switches, so as not to hurt him. There was some- 
thing in the gentleman’s manner, and the tenor of 
his remarks, which seemed to appeal from me to 
the people cf Tennessee, and to threaten me with 
their displeasure. Sir, the boldest representative 
upon this floor is far behind the spirit of that peo- 
ple in their unshaken purpose of asserting their 
rights and maintaining their freedom. A cruel war 
has been waged against Tennessee, but she has 
met the crisis as became her character: she has met 
the mercenary legions unawed: she may be crush- 
ed, but not conquered: she may fall, but if she 
does, it will be at the shrine of the constitution, in 
the grave of public liberty. And, sir, I will go 
down with her: I would not survive her fate. I 
am willing to go home and meet my people; I have 
nothing to fear from them: their kindness and par- 
tiality towards me have always been far beyond my 
merits. But, sir, the injustice done to general 
Jackson by supporting this measure: what is i?— 
We demand an investigation into the agency of 
Reuben Whitney; we ask for an inquiry into the 
condition of the treasury. We require that there 
shall be a full investigation into all the departments, 
and into the conduct of the whole army of public 
officers, who haye been engaged in this business of 
the succession—this trampling under foot of laws 
and constitutions. We wish to know from whence 
came this money. Where is the source of their | 
corruption? Where is the mint from which they 
can send their hireling editors through the conntry, 





poisoning the fountains of intelligence amongst the 
people? How is it that our army in Florida has! 


Set 


been neglected, and left to suffer for want of syy. 
plies, while it was within a few days’ sail of New 
Orleans? Men starving, horses sinking under them 
in the swamps—all, all, sir, in consequence of gross 
and criminal neglect somewhere. Was it that ou, 
high functionaries were too busily engaged to think 
of the army—too full of Mr. Van Buren to cast a 
thought on Oceola—too busily engaged in election. 
eering to think of the gallant men who were fight. 
ing the battles of their country? It is in behalf of 
men whose conduct has been such as this, that the 
message volunteers a laudatory certificate. Sir, | 
ter 4 the authenticity of this message. Genera] 
Jackson never gave that certificate. They have 
written it themselves, and obtained the signature of 
his name. And yet, with such a testimonial in 
their favor, they shrink from the proof—they shrink 
from inquiry. Let us have the proof, sir, and then 
we will see whether they are honest or venal, cor- 
rupt or immaculate. Sir, I do not say they are cor. 
rupt: that is just what I wish to find out. I want 
a strict and impartial investigation. It is lawful, it 
is usual, to make such inquiries. It is surely right 
to investigate our own affairs—to examine into the 
deeds of our own agents. This is our right, it is 
our duty, and cannot do “injustice” to any one. I 
protest against the issue which the gentleman from 
Louisiana has joined. It is not a question between 
general Jackson and this house: his person and 
conduct is one thing, and the age and conduct 
of these officers is another. I hope that no attempt 
to crush this investigation on such an issue will 
succeed; and, sir, let us hope that no American 
congress will ever be found ready to expunge an 
order directing an investigation into the depart- 
ment. No, sir, this will never be the case, so long 
as a shadow of our liberties remains. 


SPEECH OF MR. RIPLEY, OF LOUISIANA, 
IN REPLY TO MR. PEYTON, OF TENNESSEE. 
Mr. Speaker: Had this been a proposition to 

inquire in the condition of the department of state, 

of the treasury, of the navy and war departments, 
and the general post office, with a view to investi- 
cate abuses, if they exist, no person would be more 
willing to join in the inquiry than myself. No in- 
dividual would be more anxious to enforce the re- 
sponsibility of subordinate officers. There are none 
who will go farther to ferret out any malpractices: 
and, if they really exist, to punish them with the 
high constitutional power of this house. Had the 
resolution for inquiry had these objects solely and 
honestly in view, I should have been the last to op- 
pose it. But, sir, the president is constitutionally 
responsible for the whole of the executive depart- 
ment; the various radii of its powers concentrate, 
as well its responsibilities as its honors, upon him; 
and when I take these circumstances into view, 
and consider also the spirit in which this debate has 
been conducted, the position of the president cannot 
be observed without exciting our share of sympa- 
thy. Shall we, at a moment when his connection 
with the people of the United States is about to ter- 
minate forever, and all the aspirations of ambition 
are to be dissolved by age, infirmities and sickness; 
when the consciousness of his high and devoted ser- 
vices, which we all know he must possess, and the 
enthusiastic affection of the American people were 
about to cheer the evening of his life, and to guild 





-his expiring lamp, is it right or proper for the re- 


presentatives of the people whom he has succored 
and saved, to cut off this departing solace, and to 
embitter his last days, by adopting a resolution, 
which, if adopted, will sanction an opinion of this 
house, that corruption and Andrew Jackson have 
been coupled together? Will they do this without 
some specific charge—without some definite allega- 
tion, sustained at least by the endorsement of one 
individual in the honse who will be willing to give 
his name to posterity as the author of the allegation? 
In the speech of the honorable member from Ten- 
nessee, marked with so much wit and pungency of 
satire, the allegations are made against Andrew 
Jackson as the object who is to be convicted of the 
corruption which is so broadly insinuated in the re- 
solution to exist in the executive department. Iam 
not willing to exercise the high constitutional pow- 
ers of this house in the least degree in sanctioning 
such an allegation. 

General Jackson, after a life spent in the service 
of his country, is about retiring from the elevated 
position he holds as presiding executive officer of 
these states, at an advanced age, and worn down 
by the labors spent in that service. He is now, s!, 
on the bed of sickness, which may prove his bed of 
death. God grant that it may not; but that he may 
live many, many years amongst that people whose 
rights he has so bravely and honestly defended, and 
whose prosperity, under the successful administra- 
tion, has excited the astonishment of the whole ci- 
vilized world. 
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D- e. ati le of the | Aristides called the just, the d s i i 
nf to the representatives of the people e | Aris just, the detractors of Andrew | state le slature, to hunt up ex parte testimony as 
w = rraited States? Fromm the period if your revolu- | Jackson loathed the beau ideal of his character. | its Manin and to hunt avd all that is reapectibee 
a © tionary war to the present moment, he has been the | Again, during the panic, that same body have im- | and venerable in the character of its citizens to con- 
mn lofty, indefatigable defender of his country. In peached and condemned him without a trial, for an| demn them unheard without grand jurors or petit 
k war and in peace, on the battle field and in your alleged violation of the constitution of the United| jurors, and draw up a withering report that would 
a councils, his exertions, his toils, and unceasing en- | States. How, sir, have the people met these charges? | blast them as far as our language extended before 
‘4 | ergy and integrity, have done as much as any other | They have almost by acclamation elected him pre-| they had an opportunity of defending themselves?— 
te man, not excepting your Washington in the field, |sident on each occasion. They have rallied to de- | If this power had been exercised by the original re- 
of and your Jefferson and Madison in the cabinet, to | fend him. Where, sir, is his accusers? I ask again, | solutions of last session, like the Council of Ten at 
elevate the character of this republic, to advance its | where are they? And, sir, permit me to predict Venice, or the Holy Inquisition of Spain, it would 
I rosperity and to preserve its peace. His name that if the present resolution passes, it will only | have sung the requiem of public liberty, and broken 
= : a een a tower of strength, an under his admi- reflect ee upon the present house of represen- | down the whole penal jurisdiction of the indepen- 
ve nistration the character of an American citizen, as | tatives. he people will come to the rescue, and ex- | dent states. And I feel pecuhar personal consola- 
of was that formerly of a Roman citizen, a passport | punge the resolution from this house, as I trust there | tion in being the means of arresting the progress of 
in throughout the world. Ay, sir, in foreign lands, | are about expunging a former one from the senate. | a measure so fraught with disastrous consequences. 
ik wherever your star spangled banner displays from | The whole future history of the country will hold | The subject was referred to the president, who was 
i. the high and giddy mast, the character of our re-| up in proud relief their old chief sans peur and directed to investigate into the cases of fraud. From 
‘q ublic, under the egis of the lofty virtues of the | sans reproche, and the ingratitude of this house in| the character of the agent employed by the presi- 
re president, has that wall of strengt that feels ever | pursuing him with the arduous charge of corruption, | dent (General Hogan,) I feel confident, from m 
nt conscious of the protection of a great and powerful | even upon the bed of sickness and of death, when I | Knowledge of the man, that the duty has been faith- 
it nation. And would you, sir, would this house, af- do not believe there can be a member here who} fully attended to; and if, as the honorable member 
ht ter a life thus spent, and which impartial history is conscientiously believes that Andrew Jackson ever | suggests, he has received the collectorship of Mo- 
i. - about to take charge of for the benefit of his coun- | was, in thought, word or deed, untaithful or inimie bile, it cannot have been conferred upon a more de- 
is | try; would they at the eve of his long life, so wor- | cal to the interests of this country. serving or more intelligent citizen, or one who has 
I " thily spent ina | that is patriotic and virtuous in the I regret that the honorable member from Tennes- | more gallantly defended his country during the 
ym ) public service; would they ursue him with insi- | see should have been so excited by a warm election gloomiest period of the late war,* 
en ~ uations that corruption, with its blighting mildew, | contest, as to urge, upon such trivial grounds as he The honorable member has also referred to the se- 
nd > has found entrance into the bosom of jackson’s has alleged, so grave an inquiry into the corrupt | cretary of the treasury as being embraced inthe ge- 
ret ' more than Roman virtue? If this house institutes conduct of the executive departments. The state neral allegation of corruption. Sir, the lofty charac- 
= > the inquiry, it sanctions the charge, and will they, |of Tennessee has been reared under the fostering | ter of Levi Woodbury is too well known to this house 
“ill without any specific allegations, just at the close of and paternal care of Andrew Jackson. He has done | and to this nation, to require any comment from 
an ) general Jackson’s career, hold the fatal chalice to | more than any other man to elevate and form its| me. Born, reared, and educated amidst the granite 
va > his lips, which should poison and embitter with the | character. Intelligent, chivalric, patriotic and vir- | mountains of my native state, his stern and sterling 
rt- > stings of ingratitude the evening of his life? We |tuous, they will be the last portion of the people of| virtues had already carried him to the highest ho- 
ne > have had no arena) to justify such a measure.— | the United States to sanction allegations, either per- | nors of New Hampshire, when in the midst of the 
3 D Party spirit has raged and taisrepresented all your | sonal or as the constitutional head of the govern-{| panic battle, he was called to the arduous duties of 
' presidents during their term of office, but they | ment, against their veteran chief. Those brave men | the treasury of the United States. New England 
A : a0 passed and are passing off the stage, all with | who followed his banner through the Creek nation | may justly feel proud of the high character which 
; > the award of official and “oe wage integrity. Some | and on the plains of New Orleans, with the citizen he has reflected back upon his native land. And 
1. q have not been re-e.ected y the people, but against soldiers of Kentucky, Mississippi and Louisiana, let me ask, what inducement to corruption can there 
te > them no charge of corruption is found embodied in | are not to prove so recreant to Andrew Jackson, and be on the part of Levi Woodbury? There has been 
nh p the annals of the country. Nor does any American | so unfaithful to themselves, as to embitter the rem- | no specific charge against him; not a whisper of 
ti. © citizen, at even this lapse of time, impeach their | nant of his days with so unjust an accusation. And | prejudice that he has done any thing to forfeit his 
rd > integrity: no one charges him with wilful or wan- | what are all the allegations that the honorable mem- | exalted character. He is affluent in his personal 
"i | ton corruption, while administering the affairs of ber adduces to justify the exercise of the high con- | situation, with every thing to make him happy in 
wa — the commonwealth. The only allegations made |stitutional power of this house? That the president, | domestic life; and, above all, principles of the most 
ln ) against them, as they quit the scene of their labors, | in a conversation with a friend, had remarked that | stern and unbending integrity are interwoven with 
vom © of their glories and their services, were that a dis- Mr. Bell, another member from Tennessee, had his nature, The only allegation insinuated against 
the > tinguished member, formerly trom Virginia, accus- | stated lies about him, and that, “Peyton could tell him is, that, in the exercise of his duty imposed by 
the » cd Mr. Jefferson of retiring with a political false- | twenty lies to Bell’s one.” Now, sir, what were | a law passed by this house, he is compelled to trans- 
and fe hood in his mouth; and an equally distinguished | the facts in the case? The honorable members from | act official business with the agent of the deposite 
op- » member from Massachusetts moved his solitary | Tennessee at the last session had indulged in pretty | banks. That agent is no officer of this government; 
ally » vote to impeach Mr. Madison. I have no doubt, | severe censures upon the president’s administration. | we have no constitutional power over him. He has 
we'd | sir, after the excitement of party was over, both of | In conversation with his neighbors, according to this | been assailed by the severest epithets of party. He 
te. » these gentlemen regretted these allegations. The | statement, in naturally vindicating himself, he had has been employed by the deposite banks, many of 
me 2 charges never have, and never will atiect the great | pretty warmly recriminated. I think the language them in opposition to the administration, to attend 
Pw, | patriarch of liberty, the author of the Declaration | that he made use of, as is usual on such occa- | to their business with the treasury. For my own 
Whe | of Independence, or his equally illustrious friend, | sions, must have undergone, in the course of its gos- | part, I do not learn any specific charges with which 
ven the founder and champion of our constitution.— | sip, some version before it reached the ears of the he is accused. And I have no doubt that the presi- 
mot _ The one unfurled to the world the principles of po- | honorable member; for it is not the language of that | dent, when he gave him the character which the ho- 
wl | pular government; the other, more than any man, | delicate and manly bearing which all know mark norable member states that he did at Jonesborough, 
Sd, connected liberty with law—secured an equality of | the character of Andrew Jackson. At any rate, is} came to the honest and conscientious conviction that 
ion ree pu rights, by securing to society the fruits of |a mere controversy in an election, where the presi- | such a torrent of anathemas from the o position in 
ess: abor. Wherever oppressed man rises to resist the | dent and the honorable members from Tennessee, in | this house, assailing the character of thee man for 
vag = oppressor, the declaration drawn up by Thomas | the exercise of their constitutional rights, supported | more than four years, would have annihilated him 
the | Jeiferson is invoked. Wherever constitutional law | different candidates, to be the basis of an inquisito- had not his reputation been founded upon the rock 
aie is appealed to, to secure those rights, the political rial examination on the part of this house into the| of integrity. High sounding epithets and bold de- 
sild writings of James Madison form the pure fountains | conduct of the executive department. nunciations cannot, thank God, blast the character 
rm of living water, which diffuse liberty and tranquil-| Again, the honorable fmember alleges that this of any American citizen, unless they are accompa- 
vad lity amongst the nations. Together, locked hand | house refused to institute an inquiry into frauds that nied with specific allegations and specific proofs. 
to ‘in hand, they are working their silent way, and | were perpetrated upon the Indians of Alabama by | On the contrary, they raise in the generous minds of 
Fog they have planted that school of political liberty, of | the citizens of that state in the sales of their lands | the American people that spirit of sympathy for un- 
this Which this republic ay arrogate to itself, through | to individuals. When that resolntion was introduc- | merited persecution which is sure to protect its in- 
ae their exertions, they being the founder. ed into the house, I had the honor of proposing an| tended victim, and roll back the current upon the 
iat Republics have been accused of being ungrateful. | amendment to it, referring the subject to the presi- author. 
vn Aristides was ostracised for being called the just, | dent of the United States. The motive for this} I feel, sir, that I should have but unworthily dis- 
one and Themistocles banished after saving his country | amendment was, that this house had no constitu-| charged my duty as a representative of Louisiana, 
sve from desolation. The authors of these acts have | tional power to order the investigation by their had I not raised ny voice in opposition to this reso- 
‘on? hot transmitted their names to posterity. How | authority; and, if it had been done, it would have lution. Whatever may be the personal or political 
Sie. keen would be the reproaches of the history of the | been one of the most fatal precedents to the rights of predilections of my constituents, gratitude to An- 
of last two thousand years, how withering their in-|the states. It was alleged that the Indians had| drew Jackson for the inestimable benefits he has 
rew famy, if they had not escaped by this silence of | been swindled out of their reserved lands, in many conferred upon the citizens of our state is an almost 
‘he | history. General Jackson has been doomed to meet | cases, by residents of Georgia and Alabama. Of} pervading sentiment. It is, like the vestal flame, 
et the same ingratitude, after preventing the dis- | course, if offences had been committed, as I know guarded with intense care, and faithfully transmit- 
am memberment of our republic, after rescuing the | of no law of the United States providing for such | ted from one generation to another. As the 8th of 
hag fair and fertile fields of the state which I have the | cases, they were common law or statute law offen- | January revolves its annual rounds, so often does 
ine onor to represent. There, sir, helpless age and |ces against those states, not cognizable by the | the hoary veteran whoshared inthe memorable cam- 
2 _ tender youth, and all the charms of refinement and | United States tribunal. In a case where the state paign repair to the grass-worn hillock which marks 
ice , Xeauty, were protected by his hand. There, sir, | of Alabama secures a speedy trial by jury, and the the battle field, and recite the eventful story to his 
ted Was ellected one of those signal deliverances of a| cross examination of witnesses, would any person children. Often are time and space annihilated, and 
r of people which has already caused the plains of New | arrogate to this house the power to send its com- the years of his pilgrimage recalled to the desperate 
an Orleans to rank with Marathon and Platea, reflect- | mittee to make an ex parte investigation, to hold conflict; and in those rural fetes, which none knows 
sir, Ing all its bright liberty the army of liberty | up its citizens as malefactors without being heard, | better how to grace with refinement and beauty than 
aft that fought under him, and sending all its glowing | without the privilege of counsel, and the cross ex- | the gallant Frank of our sunny clime, the revered 
ay light throughont the world to elevate the character | amining of witnesses? Suppose, sir, that, in obtain- | name of Andrew Jackson is never forgotten, and 
eh of this republic. Sir, almost at the moment this | ing the charter of a bank in a neighboring state, re- | the choicest of heaven’s blessings are invoked upon 
rae was effecting, and while painting, history, poetry, | spectable citizens should be accused of fraud and the patriot’s head. 
me music and sculpture were giving greenness to his | bribery, an offence that is punishable by the com- bis 
at mmortality, the senate of the United States were | mon law of that state, does this house, sir, possess *General Hogan, served with great distinction in 
enouncing him in the Seminole war. -Sickening|the power to trample upon state rights, and send} the staff of Chippewa, Bridgewater, and Fort Erie. 
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What, sir, is the relation that Andrew Jackson 





with the same feelings that were pained at hearing 








its committee of inquisition into the halls of the 











304 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—JAN. 7, 1837—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 








FOREIGN CHRONICLE. 
The “Napoleon child.” On the iris of the eyes 
of a child, who was lately exhibited in Oxford 
street, London, the following inscriptions are seen. 


Left eye. Right eye. 
NAPOLEON. EMPEREUR. 
EMPEREUR. NAPOLEON. 


Theeyes of the child are of pale blue, and the 
color of the letters is almost white, and appear like 
rays. This effect is accounted for by the child’s 
mother having gazed intently upon a five franc 
piece of Napoleon’s, given to her by her brother 
previous to his departure on a long absence, when 
she was in a particular situation. 


Coals. The following is said to be the annual 
amount of coals raised in England and Wales, un- 
der the different heads of consumption: 


By the population, 20,804,570 tons. 
Iron furnaces, 3,000,000 
Manufactories, 4,550,000 
Steamboats, 3,000,000 
Exported, 615,925 
Total, 31,970,495 


Mr. O’Connell has announced his plan for a re- 
form in the house of lords. It is that the king shall 
create a large batch of peers, for the purpose of 
carrying the bill—an increase to 800 he thinks will 
be enough—and then the people to select 150 from 
this number, as the permanent peerage. How the 
selection is to be made, we are not informed. 


Slavery in America. Mr. George Thompson, the 
abolitionist, has been lecturing in Manchester. We 
perceive from the report of one of these lectures in 
the Manchester Guardian, that the abolition cause 
is making rapid progress in America. We extract 
the following—There are 700 societies, 64 lecturers 
on emancipation and the national society are in 
treaty for 16 more. Instead of there being here and 
there a minister on the side of abolition, afraid to 
show himself, fearing that his church might eject 
him, there were now 2,000 ministers of every de- 
nomination, in its favor. There are 150 newspapers 
which, if not exclusively devoted to the cause, now 
entertain sound views on the subject. Atone meet- 
ing of the anti-slavery society at Charleston, South 
Carolina, 15,000 dollars were collected. 

This scoundrel, Thompson, is not content, it ap- 
pears to interfere with the relations which exist be- 
tween the states, but he must propagate infamous 
falsehoods. Fifteen thousand dollars raised by an 
anti-slavery society tr Charleston! We know not 
which most to admire—the folly or the infamy of 
such an assertion. 


M. Malibran, ex-husband of the celebrated singer, 
died recently in Paris. At the time of his marriage 
to Miss Garcia, he was en aged in mercantile pur- 
suits in New York, but shortly after failed. He 
was old enough to be Miss G’s father. Madame 
Malibran has left a fortune of $110,000 to her son 


by De Beriot. 


By a Jate arrival from Algiers, intelligence has 
been received of the final dissolution of Abdel Ka- 
ber’s little army, and his own retreat from before 
Oran. A valuable commerce was already springing 
up between the ports of the now French colony of 
Algiers, and those of Morocco, the exports from the 
former being principally French manufactures and 
products! 

The price of bread was raising in London. The 
price of the quartern, (four pound) loaf, best quali- 
ty, is now 103 pence se ay Inferior quality, 
Sid. The rise in three weeks has been 2d per loaf. 


Parliament was expected, (according to rumor), 
to meet a month earlier than usual. 


The provincial papers contain numerous notices 
of incendiary fires. Numbers of hay ricks had been 
destroyed in the neighborhood of Windsor, and 
barns, &c. in many other places. 


Frazer, of the Magazine, has brought an action 
against Mr. Berkeley, for the brutal assault com- 
mitted on him by the latter, and laid his damages at 
$30,000. 


A large subscription has been made by the lite- 
rati of St. Petersburg, in aid of the fund for reno- 
vating the tomb of Shakspeare at Stratford. 


Docility of the camel. A thick cherry stick, with 
a cross at the end of it, serves to guide the animal; 
a gentle tap on the right side of his head sends him 
to the left, and on the opposite makes him turn 
back again to the right; a knock on the back of his 
neck stops him, and, a few blows between his ears, 
brings him on his knees, if accompanied by a gut- 
tural sound, resembling, as the Arabs say, the pro- 
nunciation of their “Khe;” to make him move 
quicker, it is necessary to prick him with the point 
of a stick on the shoulders. They fall so naturally 











into military figures that it is difficult to conceive 
that they do it with direction. [Maj. Skinner. 


French commerce. The director of the customs 
has just published a statement of the trade of France 


———. 
We find in the Richmond Whig the following notice 
of the gallant old general’s advent into that city oe 
also of his public appearance in the hall of the hous. 
of delegates. " 









with her colonies and other foreign countries, of| “Major General Gaines, of the United Stat, [| —— 
which the following are the results:—In 1834, the by ib » visited peenee S delegates yesterday, ang [P| YirtH 
gene amount in value of the imports was 729,104,336 4 wi yrees the PM The » took a seat on the front — 
rancs; in 1885, the sum was 760,726,696f. The | aa oe mee , 1 Aperpey was 1n full anj- 
merchandise brought into consumption in 1834 was why ee a ‘ “ a bis to him by the gen. — 
estimated at 503,933,048 francs, and paid for duties | 7 #8sembly on the 12th of February, 3818, 
101,398,997 francs; in 1835, the articles consumed| ‘Tye small pox has prevailed to some extent ; — 
amounted to 520,270,533 francs, and the duties to} Richmond, Va. for several months past, but te -" O 
102,512,926 francs. The exports, in 1834, of mer- | on the decrease. though 
chandise of every kind, were 714,705,038f. of which Indi A ti f the citi : found e 
the portion of French goods was 509,992,277f. In th of Whi conven re) id tI izens of India Ewing’s 
1835, the general exports amounted to 834,422,218f. at Of” i: oe siVEr bas eld at ligne on the 14th been ref 
among which French merchandise was estimated at | ‘lai becker view of memorializing the Indiana [Rv an anim 
577,613,863f. During 1834, the number of ships trot si ode w hres _ to appropriations for the bene. tatives t 
which entered the ports of France was 10,089, t of that section of the state. A committee from open by 
and the departures 9,304. In 1835, the arrivals |llinois, composed of Geo. Flower, T. Hinde, ang tee of V 
were 10,361, and the departures 9,486. The tran- Mr. Steroan, inade a report SxENeIG the nature Cambrel 
sit duties, in 1834, amounted to 123,750,828 francs, | Of the charter of the Mt. Carmel an Alton rail the gov 
and in 1835, to 158,467,406f. The premiums on road, and urging the co-operation of Indiana in ex. jn six 0 
exports amounted, in 1834, to 9,272,221 francs and tending that road to Ohio river. The convention of the e: 
in 1835, to 9,403,486 francs. appointed committees to petition the legislature for 81x follo 
a charter for a rail road from Mt. Carmel to the ‘of Septe 
George Coleman, the younger, who for many | Charleston and Ohio rail road. There can be no onths 
years cnjoyed the gy He an My — of e doubt, that such a charter will be readily granted. — ae bee 
censer Of plays, 1S «ead. 1S aramatic Works | The only difficulty will be in obtaining the neces. » hi: 
have been very successful, and it is stated that the | sary Siics. rps vel will doubtless act, in reference Bee 
play of the “Mountaineers” produced him upwards | to this subject, with her usual wisdom and liberality, i is seri 


of £12,000 sterling. Charles Kemble, whose 
daughter “Fanny”? made such a sensation in cer- 
tain circles in this country a short time ago, has 
been appointed to the vacant office, the salary of 
which 1s $2,500 per annum. 


The oppressed Poles. The Russian government 
has published a list of one hundred and forty-two 
noblemen, of the government of Wilna, whose pro- 
perty is confiscated, for having taken part in the 
revolution of Poland. 


Rice has made the song of “Jim Crow” so popu- 
lar that it is sung at the corner of almost every 
street in London. Atcerica is certainly fulfilling 
the prophecy that she would teach lessons to Eu- 
rope, when we see the dramatic hemisphere in 
England monopolized, as it is at present, by two of 
our native stars—one the conceded luminary of 
high tragedy, the other the ne plus ultra of the 
Buffo ate a [New York Star. 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

A revolution in naval warfure. A correspondent 
of the National Intelligencer alludes in the follow- 
ing positive manner, to an extraordinary invention 
of which we had already heard some vague rumors: 

“It is very probable that it will not be long be- 
fore the whole system of naval warfare will be 
changed. The ingenious R. L. Stevens, of Hobo- 
ken, has invented a shot which is hollow, and is 
filled with some kind of fulminating powder, which 
is ignited by the compression of air when it strikes 
the sides of a vessel, and, on its explosion, as has 
been proved by experiment, will tear all to atoms! 
This system, when perfected, will supersede the 
use of first rate men of war; fortwo shots from a 
sloop of war would as easily destroy a 100 gun 
ship asa gun boat. Sloops of war would, there- 
fore, be the class of vessels most required; and our 
waters are sufficiently deep for this purpose.” 


Extraordinary experiment. Professor Locke of 
the medical college of Ohio has invented a thermo- 
electric instrument of such delicacy and power that 
by the electricity generated by the warmth from a 
touch of the finger,a magnetic needle eleven in- 
ches long and weighing one and a half ounces, sus- 
pended like a compass needle, is not only deflected 
but made to rotate rapidly and repeatedly round.— 
This is the more surprising as the electric conduc- 
tor does not touch the needle but passes one-fourth 
of an inch from it. Perhaps so much motion has 
never before been produced by so little heat. A 
description of the instrument may be expected in 
Silliman’s Journal. [ Cincinnati Republican. 


Kentucky exports. A friend residing near the 
Cumberland road has sent to the editor of the 
Frankfort (Ky.) “Commonwealth” the following 
statement of the number of horses, hogs, mules, 
beef cattle and sheep, that have passed through the 
turnpike gate during the years 1835 and 1836. 


In 1836. In 1835. 
Horses, 5,525 Horses, 4,716 
Mules, - 2,200 Mules, 1,951 
Hogs, 68,000 Hogs, 60,187 
Beef cattle, 2,265 Beef cattle, 2,487 
Sheep, 1,725 Sheep, 1,200 


en. Gaines arrived in Baltimore on Monday last 
from Norfolk, on his way to Frederick, Md. to ap- 
pear before the military court, now in session there. 











































Ohio legislature. Considerable excitement pre. ittee 0 





vailed among the members of this body at our last rresa, It 
dates, in consequence of a charge, brought by Mr. Mo the d 
CusHING, a member of the lower house, from Clark believe, 
county, against 8. 8 Mr. Cusine charges a 

Msuch in¢ 


Mr. S. with having attempted to bribe him by otter. 
ing him $1,000 for his influence in obtaining the 
passage of a law making an appropriation to con- 
nect the waters of Lake Erie and Muskingum river 


jans, it 
interest | 
jon ina 


through the va'leys of the Killbuck and Black riy- Mr. Law 
ers. Mr. S. admits that he preifered the money, maginat 
but intended it as a present “for extra services in col. FR visatene’ 
lecting facts and arguinents, and advancing the main JR #''° syst 
object by diffusing the requisite information.” Mr, JR f°"? w4 
CusHING laid the subject before the house, whoa. JR 
raigned Mr. 8. for a “breach of privilege,” but no ) Drea 
decision had been reached at our last advices. : Ben 
The Cumberland (Md.) Advocate states that the Sta da 
new bridge over Wills’ creek, on the national [R%, excite 
road, has been completed. ‘The Advocate says the metsuch 
national road between Cumberland and Wheeling is survivors 
now one of the finest roads in the world, and is tra- uferine: 
velled over in each direction, daily, by four full lines actively 
of stage coaches crowded with passengers. lone to} 
Erie canal. It has been resolved to enlarge this omplish 
canal which is now too small for the vast amount of festimoni 
transportation proceeding to and from the west— l€$ a8 W 
The New York “Star” thinks it will be a failure if Jigerred in 
brought to Albany and says—We hope local inter- Methodis 
ests will not interfere to prevent the good results een pure 
which may be expected from that great work. hat pur 
While the overslaugh exists, and the numerous sani ve of H 
bars and islands in that neighborhood, trade must be ley not 
forever checked and injured by delays. It is well hem assi 
ascertained, that by leading off the Erie canal, from ents of 
between Fort Hunter Creek and Schenectady, t0 There 
intersect the navigable waters of the Hudson river he peopl 
below the above named sand bars and islands, a ¢a- lon, AL 


nal of the dimensions now contemplated will cost he canse 


less money and be of more value to the state thar host in tl 
enlarging the present Erie canal from the above ‘oven th 
point to Albany, besides saving about 15 miles in the ¥, hangi 


hat city j 
batch sho 
either to 
xcept in 
0 do this, 
€ssion o 

Duich a mi 
st appeal 
sts of t] 
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distance. This will always give a good navigation 
from one end to the other. We hope the wester 
people will look at this subject; they are very much 
interested in it both at the west and south. In this 
city we are constantly worried and injured by the 
impediments and delay at the overslaugh. 


State of Georgia. Late on Saturday night, the 
24th ult. the legislature of this state adjourned si 
die, after a session of 48 days. 

A commencement has been made by the legis! BiMof the wy: 
ture on the vital subject of internal improvement: ut the an 
By this act, the rail road to be constructed is defit- Biiollow the 
ed, (to connect the Tennessee river with the interio 
of Georgia), and annual appropriations made forts 
completion. For this year three hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars are appropriated; sixty thousand ° 
which are specifically designated for the necess2'y 
surveys. 


The legislature of Connecticut has closed its ex‘! 
session. It was called for the purpose of making 
provision for receiving and disposing of the propo” . 
tion of the surplus revenue falling to that state— H'°'y sig 
The bill passed upon the subject appropriates the wlight, 
money to the towns, one-half the proceeds to be 4? ith a fir 
plied to the support of common schools—the !* Peach, T 
mainder to the disposition of the town authorities. BR's, who 

Te, suc: 
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